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"RAVE Mit dies n Hadie 
he of bufineſs and amuſement, to attend the 
=. 12} hours of. an old friend; an office which 
has filled me, if not with melancholy,” at laſt 
with ſerious reſlections, and turned my 
towards the contemplation of thoie 
which, though of the utmoſt importance, and 
' indubitable certainty, are generally fecluded from 
our regard, . by the jollity of health, the hurry of 
employment, and even by the calmer diverſions of 
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| In conſequence of the habit of valuing 
from any opinion that it deſerved value; 


that was now broken, a dream from which he was 
awake. His whole powers were engroſſed by the 
conſideration of another ſtate, and all converſation | 


It is now paſt, we have cloſed his eyes, and | 
fight of this laſt conflict, I felt a ſenſation never 
known 
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re a 
of ſorrow, 3 gloomy terrour without 


a name. The thoughts that entered my foul 
were 


too ſtrong to be diverted, 

and too piercing 

endured ; — — 4 

form ſublided in a ſhort time, I wept, — 

grew calm. 2 
I have foe thet time frequently reveliad i 

mind, the effects which the obſervation + 


our 

— * goon, and extenuates our 

envied, as Horace obſerves, becauſe — 
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receive, as that we may beſtow happineſs, and re- 
compenſe that kindneſs which before we never 


| 


— Ab! guid me Iinguis, Eraſme, 
Ante mens quam fit conciliatus amor ? | 
Art thou too falPn? ere anger could ſubſide 
And love return, has great Eraſmus died ? 


Such are the ſentiments with which we finally | 
certainly ; 


Let us therefore make haſte to do what 


There is not, perhaps, to a mind well inſtruct- 
ed, a more painful. occurrence, than the death of + 
it is indeli- _ 
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N55. THE RAMBLER. = 
certainly at laſt wiſh to have done; let us return 
the careſſes of our friends, and endeavour by mu- 
tual endearments to heighten that tenderneſs which 
is the balm of life. Let us be quick to repent of 
injuries while repentance may not be a barren 
- anguiſh, and let us open our eyes to every rival ex- 
cellence, and pay early and willingly thoſe honours 
which juſtice will compel us to pay at laſt. 


ATHANATUS. 
SELEXEXEXEXEXEXEXEXE 
Nun. 55. Torbay, t. 25, 1750 

Mature prop | 

LL „ 
Z. flellis maculam ſpargere candidis : : 
Non Pholen - | £ 
| . os, 
Now near to death that comes but flow, | 


Now thou art ftepping down below ; 


Sport not amongſt the blooming maids, 
But think on ghoſts and empty ſhades z + 


What ſuits with Phobe in her bloom, = 
— 


Gray Chleris will not thee become; 
| & beg is different from a tomb. 
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HAVE been but a little time converſant in 
the world, yet I have already had frequent op- 

| portunities of obſerving the little efficacy of re- 


deteſted by one part of the world as rebellion, cen- 
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with an 


whinh we ape to break out upon 


encouragement, ' 

and by others paſſed over with indifference and 
neglect, as matters in which they have no concern, | 
. if they ſhould endeavour to examine 
ET they might draw miſchief upon 
ves. 


Yet ſince it is no leſs natural for thoſe who think 


A en e for echers to Y 
neglect their complaints, I ſhall venture to lay my 
caſe before you, in hopes that you will enforce m 
opinion, if you think it juſt, or endeavour to 
rectiſ my ſentiments, if I am miſtaken. I expect 


at leaft, that you will diveſt yourſelf of partiality, 
and that whatever your age or folemnity may be, 


fraftory, only becauſe you perceive that I am ] 


young. . 1 
My father dying when I was but ten years old, 
left me, and a brother two years younger than 
myſelf, to the care of my mother, a woman of | 
education, whole prudence ar vigtue he 
all the forrow which nature calls forth, upon the 
final ſeparation of perſons dear to one another; 5 
and as her grief was exhauſted by its own; vio- 
lence, it ſublided into tenderneſs for me and my 
3 old : 
tion of my father's virtues, in profeſſions of per- 
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me to forget. 


: THE RAMBLER. Ne 3. 


appearance of compaſſion, only to betray 
any of thoſe fallies of vehemence and reſentment, 


aa cn a mou = ro =©@a 


* 2 nn p _— 1 —_—_ — 


Nos THE —— 2 


: Next day ſhe was with leſs difficulty prevailed on 
to play at Mrs. Gravely's, and came home gay and 
hvely ; for the diſtinctions 2 
awakened her vanity 12 
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In a ſhort time ſhe began to feel the hap- 


pineſs of acting without controul, of being unac- 


| drain 
their pleafures, or their play, and confeſſed that 
the loved to go and come as ſhe pleaſed. 
Iss ftill favoured with ſome incidental pre- 
cepts and tranſient endearments, and was now and 


then fondly kiſſed for ſmiling like my papa: but 
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„ THE'RAMBLER. W 
cued by 2 maiden fiſter of my father, who cle 
not bear to fee women in hanging-ſleeves, and 
therefore preſented me with brocade for à gown, 


for which 1 ſhould have thought myſelf under | 


conifider her age, — — 
ſhe had been long enough in publick places 9 
Inos left the ſchool and came to live with my 
mamma,” who conſidered me as art uſurper that 
had feized the rights of a woman before they were 
due, and was puſhing her down the precipice of 
age, that I might reign without a ſuperior. While 
I] am thus beheld with jealouſy and ſuſpicion, you 
will readily believe that it is difficult to pleaſe. 
Every word and look is an offence. I never fpeak, 
but I pretend to ſome qualities and excellencies, 
which it is criminal to poſſeſs ; if I am gay, the 
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lingly- ceaſe to be = girl. 1 believe you would 
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contribute to the happineſs of many families, if, 
| you could. 


the w 
that it is there- 


Farewel the ſtage; for humbly I diflhim 
| Suck fond purſuits of pleaſure, or of fame, 
If 1 muſt fink in ſhame, or fwell with pride, 


u TRE RAMBLER; Neg&” 
or indolence;; | 


he has not failed by negligence, 
that he has not been hindered from conſulting the 


common intereſt by too much regard to his own. 
caſe, or too much indifference to the happineſs | 


of others. 


Nor is it neceffary, that, 
the mind ſhould be extended 


fon of generoſity 


mities ; ſince there is no man whoſe kindneſs we | 


may not ſome time ſuffer. 
I have therefore frequently Iooked with. won- 
der, and now and then with pity, at the thought- 


leflneſs with which ſome alienate from themſelves 
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his poſſeſſions ; and therefore conclude that they 
ſuffer by ſome invincible fatality, or impute the 
malice of their neighbours to ignorance or envy. 


witholding from thoſe with whom they converſe, 
that regard, or appearance of regard, to which 
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upon peruſal, I find ſome of them calling for | 
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Nous. 7. Tuzspav, Ofober 2, 1750. 
| Non intelligunt bomines quam magnum ven- fi porfimonia. 
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The world has not yet learned the riches of frugality. 
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inſtructions, which may fink — tha 
their own weight. 

Frugality is fo neceſfiry to the happlnefs of the 
world, fo beneficial in its various forms to every 
rank of men, from the higheſt of human po- 
tentates, to the loweſt labourer or artificer; and 
the miſeries which the negle&t of it produces 
are ſo numerous and fo grievous, that it ought to 
be recommended with every variation of addreſs, 
and adapted to every claſs of 
3 +» OE 
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To moſt her acts of virtue or exertions of wiſ- 
circumſtances is ne- 


dom, a congurrence of many 
ceſſary, previous know uſt be attained, 
— — — or ſome 
opportunity produced by an extraordinary combi- 
nation of things; but the mere power of faving 
what is already in our hands, muſt be eaſy of ac- 


quiſition to every mind; and as the example of 


Bacon may ſhew, that the higheſt intellect cannot 


diy gore, that the mrancR may prafiile it with 
ſucceſs. 


Riches cannot be within the reach of great num- 
bers, becauſe to be rich is to poſſeſs more than is 
commonly placed in a fingle hand; and, if many 
could obtain the ſum which now makes a man 
wealthy, the name of wealth muſt then be tranſ- 
ferred to ſtill greater accumulations. But I am not 
certain that it is equally impoſſible to exempt the 
lower clafſes of mankind from poverty; becauſe, 
whatever be the wealth of the community, 


ſome will always have leaft, and he that has leſs 


than any ather is comparatively poor; yet I do not 
ſee any coactive neceſſity that many ſhould be 
without the indiſpenſable conveniencies of life; but 
am fometimes inclined to imagine, that, caſual 
calamities excepted, there might, by univerſal pru- 
dence, be procured an univerſal exemption from 
want; and that he who fhould happen to have 
But without entering too far into ſpeculations 
which I do not remember that any political calcu- 
lator has attempted, and in which the moſt perſpi- 


cacious reaſoner may be eafily bewildered, it is evi- 


dent that they to whom providence has allotted no 
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tations by which the young and vivacious are 

hourly aſſanhed, and in time-ſet themſelves above 
the reach of extravagance and folly. 

I may, perhaps, be enquired by thoſe who are 

willing rather to eavil than to learn, what is the 

juſt meaſure of frugality ? and when expence, not 

abſolutely neceſfiry, degenerates into profuſion? 


To fuch queſtions no general anfwer can. be re- 
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; fince the liberty of ſpending, or neceſity 


Tothele cautions, which, Ifuppoſe, 1 
undiſputed, I 


among the graver part of 
will add another, Let no man ſquander againſt his in- 


clination. With this precept it may be, perhaps, 


fufion has buried in priſons, or driven into baniſh- 
ment, were examined, it would be found that very 
few were ruined by their own choice, or purchaſed 
_ pleaſure with the loſs of their eſtates; but that they 


imagined eaſy to comply; yet if thoſe whom pro- 
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 reluftantly to a thouſand prodigalities, either from 


trivial emulation of wealth and ſpirit, or 2 mean 
DC aattndt and ridicule ; an emulation for 
J, SIR, 
| SOPBERON. 
$06SS0H6$SD$SSSDSOSCOSS 
Nums. 58. Saruzpar, Oftober 6, 1750. 


Hie is not of his with poſſeſs d 


| There's ſomething wanting till to make him ble d. 


Faayernt _ 


made ; that even one man has refuſed to be rich, 
when to be rich was in his power, from the con- 
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ave broken out in the poet or the fage, if it had 
been excited by opportunity, and invigorated by 
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only for ſhow, and are laid afide in the hours of 
ſolitude, and of pleafure; and that when great» 
neſs aſpires either to felicity or to wiſdom, it ſhakes 
off thoſe diſtinctions which dazzle the gazer, and 
awe the ſupplicant. 

k thay d-cemmbed, that they whoſe. cendiieg 
has not afforded them the light of moral or reli- 
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has obtained it. When we find them opp 
emer wares widbout plas 
fure, idle without eaſe, impatient and querulous in 
themſelves, and deſpiſed or hated by the reſt of 
mankind, we ſhall ſoon be convinced that if the 


real wants of our condition are fatisfied, there 
mama little ta be ſought with ſolicitude, or de- | 


fired with 
2888885 6689889866 
Nuns. 39. Tuzspay, Oftcber 9, 1750. 


Meds quare Peantias antro | 
Smargulat ut. duo argue aht n. 
Copgitur et wires multiplicare ſuas. 


Complaining oft, gives reſpite to our grief; 
From bence the wretched Progne ſought relief, 
Hence the Præantian chief his fate deplores, 

And vents his ſorrow to the Lemnian ſhores 3 
In vain by ſecrecy we wou'd aſſuage 


Our cares; conceal'd they gather tenfold rage, F. Lrwrs. 


T is common to diſtinguiſh men by the names 
of animals which they are ſuppoſed to reſem- 


it operates upon thoſe whoſe induſtry or fortune 
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proſecution of any undertaking. 


. THE RAMBLER. 37 
and a ſtateſman a fox, an extortioner gains the 
of vulture, and a fop the title of mon- 
key. There is alſo among the various anomalies 
of character, which a ſurvey of the world exhi- 
bits, a ſpecies of beings in human form, which 
„ 
of mankind. 

Theſe-ſcreech-owls ſeem to be ſettled in an opi- 
nion that the great buſineſs of life is to complain, 
and that they were born for no other purpoſe than 
to diſturb the of others, to leſſen the 


little comforts, and thorten the ſhort pleaſures of 


our condition, by painful remembrances of the 
paſt, or melancholy prognoſticks of the future; 
their only care is to cruſh the riſing hope, todamp- 
the kindling tranſport, and allay the golden hours 
of gaiety with the hateful droſs of grief and fuf- 


picion. 

To thoſe, whoſe weakneſs of ſpirits, or timidity 
of temper, ſubjects them to impreſſions from 
others, and who are apt to ſuffer by faſcination, 
and catch the contagion of miſery, it is extremely 
unhappy to live within the compaſs of a fcreech- 
owls voice; for it will often fill their ears in the 
hour of dejection, terrify them with apprehen- 
fions, which their own thoughts would never have 
produced, and fadden, by intruded forrows, the 
day which might have been paſſed in amuſements 
or in buſineſs; it will burthen the heart with 
unneceſſary diſcontents, and weaken for a time 
that love of life, which is neceſſary to the vigorous. 


Though I have, like the reſt of mankind, many 


failings and weakneſſes, I have not yet, by either 
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Thou prophet of evil, fays Homer's Agamemnon, 
thou never foretelleft me good, but the joy of thy heart 
#54 predict m:yfartunes. Whoever is of the fame 


ing his improving 
Ne 
hoot together without injury to the reſt of the 
TFet, though I have ſo little kindneſs for this 
dark generation, I am very far from intending to 
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Adar the ſoft and tender mind from the 


of complaining, when the figh riſes from the de- 
fire not of giving pain, but of gaining eaſe. To 
hear complaints with patience, even when com- 
are vain, is one of the duties of 
E though it maſt be allowed that he f mot 


N 3 
His outward ſmiles conceal'd his inward ſmart, Da vonn. 


neee — 
us to weep for evils which we cannot remedy. 


Nuns. 60. SaTurDay, Ofober 13, 1750. 
Quid fie pulcbrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 

_ Pienius er melius Chryſippo et Crantere dicit. 

W hoſe works the beautiful and baſe contain, 

Than all the ſober ſages of the ſchools. . Faancis. 
LL joy or ſorro for tlie happineſs or cala- 
mities of others is.produced by an act of the 


Imagination, that realiſes the event however ficti— 
tous, or approximates it however remote, by 


Wacing us, for a time, in the condition of hin 
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conducted only his own affairs, the prieſt, whoſe 
ſphere of action was not extended beyond that of 
his duty, are conſidered as no proper objects of 
publick regard, however they might have excelled 
in their ſeveral ſtations, whatever might have been 
their learning, integrity, and piety. But this no- 
tion ariſes from falſe meaſures of excellence and 
and muſt be eradicated by conſidering, 


dignity, 
that, in the eſteem of uncorrupted reaſon, what is 
of moſt ule is of matt value. 


It is, indeed, not improper to take honeſt ad- 


— 7 —— ems by 
celebrated name; but the buſineſs of the biogra- 


pher is often. to paſs ſlightly over thoſe perform- 


ances and incidents, which produce vulgar great- 
neſs, to lead the thoughts into domeſtick privacies, 
and difplay the minute details of daily life, where 
exterior 


account of Thuanus is, with great propriety, ſaid 


by its author to have been written, that it might 


lay open to poſterity the private and familiar cha- 
racter of that man, cujus ingenium et candorem ex 


1 mod olim ſemper miraturi, whoſe can- 


dour and genius will to the end of time be by his 
writings. preſerved in admiration. 

There are many inviſible circumſtances which, 
whether we read as enquirers after natural or moral 
knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our fci- 
ence, or encreaſe our virtue, are more important 
than 
maſter of 


are caſt aſide, and men excel 
each other only by prudence and by virtue. The 


publick occurrences. Thus Salluſt, the great 
nature, has not forgot, in his accouns 
96 GWENT WEAVES wes cow ney 
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themſelves writing a life when they exhibit a chro- 
| ſeries of actions or preferments; and ſo 
little regard the manners or behaviour of their 
heroes, that more knowledge may be gained of a 
man's real character, by a ſhort converſation with 
one of his ſervants, than from a formal and ſtudied 
narrative, begun with his pedigree, and ended 
| If now and then they condeſcend to inform the 
world of facts, they are not always ſo 
happy as to ſelect the moſt important. I know 
not well what advantage poſterity can receive from 
the only circumftance by which Tickell has diſtin- 
guiſhed Addiſon from the reſt of mankind, the irre- 
gularity of his pulſe : nor can I think myſelf. overpaid 
for the time ſpent in reading the life of Malherb, 
by being enabled to relate, after the learned bio- 
N that Malherb had two predominant opi- 
; one, that aaa 


/ SS 


A” ow OY OT BCE WP 


4» THE RAMBLER. Ne 66 
might deftroy all her boaſt of ancient deſcent ; thæ 
other, that the French beggars made uſe very im- 
properly and barbarouſiy of the phraſe noble Gentle 
max, becauſe either word included the fenſe of} 
both. 

There are, indeed, ſome natural reaſons why 
theſe narratives are often written by fuch as were 
not likely to give much inftruction or delight, and: 
why moſt accounts of particular perſons are barren 
and uſeleſs. If a life be delayed till intereſt and: 


re 

tion. We know how few can portray a living. 
acquaintance, except by his moſt prominent and 
obſervable and the groffer features. 
of his mind; and it may be eaſily imagined how. 
much of this little knowledge may be loſt in im- 
parting it, and how-ſoon a ſucceſſion of copies will: 
loſe all reſemblance of the original. 


If the biographer writes from perſonal know-- 
ledge, and makes haſte to gratify the publick curi- 
ofity, there is danger left his intereſt, his fear, his 
gratitude, or his tenderneſs, overpower his fidelity, 
and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. There 
are many who think it an act of piety to hide the: 
faults or failings of their friends, even when they 
can no longer ſuffer by their detection; we therefore 
ſee whole ranks of characters adorned with uni- 
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« there is likewiſe a pity due to the country.” If 
we owe regard to the memory of the dead, there 


is yet more reſpect to be paid to knowledge, to 
virtue, and to truth. | 
f 
Nun. 61. TuzspDay, Ocaber 16, 1750. 
Falſus honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret 
NQuem i mendoſum et mendacem ?F Hon, 
| Whom, but a vicious or a fickly foul ? Francis. 


To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


118 
1 thirſty 


part of the nation, but at laſt to 
its courſe, and corrupted with 


4 THE RAMBLER. N*& 
mote country, I am condemned always to can 
found the future with the paſt, to form 


cations of events no longer doubtful, and tf 


confider the expediency of ſchemes already exe- 


cuted or defeated. I am perplexed with a perpe- 


tual deception in my proſpects, like a man 
pointing his teleſcope at a remote ſtar, which 
before the light reaches his eye has forſaken the 
place from which it was emitted. 
The mortification of being thus always b 
the active world in my reflections and di 


unavoidable ignorance whi 

produce, they often treat me with the utmoſt 
ſuperciliouſneſs of contempt, for not knowing 
what no human fagacity can diſcover ; and ſome- 
times ſeem to confider me as a wretch ſcarcely 
worthy of human converſe, when I happen to talk 
of the fortune of a bankrupt, or the healths 
of the dead, when I warn them of miſchiefs already 
incurred, or wiſh for meaſures that have been lately 
taken. They ſeem to attribute to the ſuperiority 
of their intellects what they only owe to the acci- 
dent of their condition, and think themſelves in- 
diſputably entitled to airs of inſolence and autho- 
rity, when they find another ignorant of facts, 
which becauſe they echoed in the ſtreets of London, 
they ſuppoſe equally publick in all other places, 
and known where they could neither be ſeen, re- 
ted. nor conjectured. 

To this 


they are indeed too much 


encouraged by the reſpect which they ive 
f | Wale receiv 
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amongſt us, for no other reaſon than that they 


come from London. For no fooner is the arrival 


of one of theſe diſſeminators of knowledge known 
in the country, than we croud about him from 
every quarter, and by innumerable enquiries flatter 
him into an opinion of his own importance. He 


ſees himſelf ſurrounded by multitudes, who pro- 
pale their doubts, and refer their controverſies, to 


bim, as to a being deſcended from fome nobler 


region, and he grows on a ſudden oraculous and in- 
fallible, folves all difficulties, and fets all objec- 
tions at defiance. 

That hb. in aw exinics. come cater fir feb 
pecting, that they ſometimes take advantage of this 
_overential modeſty, and impoſe upon raflick ua- 

with a falſe ſhow of univerſal intelli- 
gence; for I do not find that they are willing to 
own themſelves ignorant of any thing, or that 
they diſmiſs any enquirer with a poſitive and deci- 
five anſwer. The court, the city, the park, and 
exchange, are to thoſe men of unbounded obſerva- 
tion familiar, and they are alike ready to 
tell the hour at which ſtocks will riſe, or the mini- 
ſry be changed. | 
A ſhort reſidence at London entitles a man to 


| knowledge, to wit, to politeneſs, and to a deſpo- 


tick and dictatorĩal power of preſcribing to the rude 
multitude, whom he condeſcends to honour with 
a biennial viſit ; yet, I know not well upon what 
motives, I have lately found myſelf inclined to ca- 
vil at this preſcription, and to doubt whether it 
be not, on ſome occaſions, proper to withhold our 
veneration, till we are more authentically con- 
vinced of the merits of the claimant. 
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It is well remembered here, that, about ſeven 

4 years ago, ITED, © al hoy, with Ka 
| remarkable eggs, and fucking them, 
| was taken from the ſchool in this pariſh, and ſent 


upon us, that Mr. Frolick was come down in the 


firſt poſt-chaiſe whieh this village had feen, having 
t one | 2 
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honour, and the deciſive judge of all performances 


of genius ; that no muſical performer is in reputa-- 


tion till the opinion of Frolick has ratified his pre- 
tenſions ; that the theatres ſuſpend their ſentence 
till he begins the clap or hiſs, in which all are 
proud to concur : that no publick entertainment 
has failed or ſucceeded, but becauſe he oppoſed or 
favoured it ; that all controverſies at the gaming- 
table are referred to his determination ; that he 
_ adjuſts the ceremonial at every aſſembly, and pre- 
ſcribes every faſhion of pleaſure or of dreſs. 


pers of the day, he is intimately acquainted ; and 
there are very few poſts, cither in the ſtate or 
army, of which he has not more or leſs influenced 


ſulted both upon war and peace; but the time is 
much it is indebted to the genius of W—_ 
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D 1 
Frolick — ur or knowledge, « or courage, 
than the reſt of mankind, or that any uncommon 
of his faculties has happened in the 
time of his abſence. For when he talks on fub- 
jefts known to the reſt of the company, he has no 
advantage over us, but by catches of i 
briſkneſs of interrogation, and pertneſs of con- 
tempt ; and therefore if he has ſtunned the world 


with his name, and gained a place in the ſirſt ranks 


of humanity, I cannot but conclude, that either a 
little underſtanding confers eminence at London, 
or that Mr. Frolick thinks us unworthy of the en- 
ertion of his powers, or that his faculties are be- 
numbed by rural ſtupidity, as the magnetick needle 
loſes its animation in the polar climes. 

I would not, however, like many haſty philoſo- 
phers, ſearch after the cauſe till I am certain of the 
effect; and, therefore, I deſire to be informed, 
whether you have yet heard the great name of 
Mr. Frolick. If he is celebrated by other tongues 
than his own, I ſhall willingly propagate his praiſe ; 
but if he has ſwelled among us with empty boaſts, 
and honours conferred only by — ſhall 
treat him with ruſtick fincerity, and drive him as 


| an impoſtor from this part of the kingdom to ſome 


99 mere coodulity. 
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of their ſituation ; for their vanity, which had ſo 
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coach, ſome frolick at a maſquerade, ſome conver- 
ſation in the Park, or ſome quarrel at an afſembly, 
diſplay the magnificence of a birth-night, - relate 
the conqueſts of maids. of honour, or give a hiſtory 
of diverſions, ſhows, and entertainments, which 
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don, and relate fome adventure in a hackney - 
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world, that I can relate, with great punQtualicy, 
the lives of all the laft race of wits and beauties ; 
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1 en ſo well +erſed in the hiftory of the gay 


- You will cafily imagine, Mr. Rambler, that 1 
could not hear theſe narratives, for fixteen years 
together, without ſuffering ſome impreffion, and 
wiſhing myſelf nearer to thoſe places where every 
hour brings ſome new pleaſure, and life is diverſi- 
Hed with an unexhauſted ſueceſſion of felicity. 

I indeed often aſked my mother why the left a 


place which ſhe recolleQed with ſo much delight, 


and why ſhe did nag viſit London once a year, like 


ſhowing me its amuſements, its grandeur, and its 
variety. But ſhe always told me that the days 
which the had ſeen were ſuch as wil never come 


Tay left of the genius which enlightened the times 
that ſhe remembers ; that no one who had feen, 
or heard, the ancient performers, would be able to 


bear the bunglers of this deſpicable age; and that 
there is now neither nor pleaſure, nor 


| politeneſs, 
virtue, in the world. She therefore aſſures me 


that ſhe conſults my happineſs by keeping me at 
home, for I ſhould now find nothing but vexation 


and diſguſt, and the ſhould be aſhamed to ſee mie 
—_ pleaſed 
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+ Nunn. 63. Tummar, que , 1750. 
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Omnia magne loquens : mold, fit mibi menſa tripes, er 
— Greks falls puvi, o togs, gue defendere frigns, = 
— Now with two hundred flaves he crowds his trainz; 
| Now walks with ten. In bich and baughty firaia 


| At morn, of kiags and governors he pratesz 


At night,.“ A frugal table, O ye fates, ; 
„* A little fell the facred falt to hold, 3 
6 to keep me from the cold.”* 
| | Fazer, 


rn 
who has left behind him obſervations upon 


. | 
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which proves equally unſatisfactory, fays Horace, 
whether fallen upon by chance or choſen with deli- 
beration ; we are always diſguſted with ſome cir- 
cumftance or other of our fituation, and imagine 


the condition of others more abundant in blef- 


ſings, or leſs expoſed to calamities. 

Thie univerſat diſcontent has been generally 
mentioned with great ſeverity of cenſure, as unrea- 
| CER fince of two, equally envious of 


which our ſtate affords us, and fixing our atten- 
K w oy th 
to depreſs ourſelves, and increaſe our miſery by : 
. — 


- When this opinion of the felicity of others pre- 


_ dominates in the heart, fo as to excite reſolutions 
of abtaining, at whatever price, the condition to 
which ſuch tranſcendent privileges are ſuppoſed to 


be annexed ; when it burſts into action, and pro- 


duces fraud, violence, and injuſtice, it is to be pur- 
fued with all the rigour of legal puniſhments. 


while operating only upon the thoughts, it diſturbs 


—— — —— and, | 


however it may interrupt content, makes no attatk 
on piety or virtue, I cannot think it fo far criminal 


or ridiculous, but that it may deſerve ſome pity, 


and admit ſome excuſe. 
That all are equally happy, or miſerable, I ſup- 
pole none is ſufficiently enthuſiaſtical to maintain; 


becauſe though we cannot of the condition 
Cn — wich 


fitudes in his own ſtate, and muſt therefore wen 
vinc 
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„ THE RaMBLER we 
bim at court, and he poſſeſſed that authority and 
influence which he had refolved to exert for the 


wa THE R'AMBLEE. * 
reach the end of his journey, than he that is always | 
changing his direction, and waſtes the hours of 
day-light in looking for ſmoother ground, and 
Nuns. 64. SATURDAY, Othuber 27, 1750. 
| ders wells, ot id nolle, ca demum forms amicitia of. Sal Ur. 
| To live in friendfhip, is to have the fame defires and the fame 


Win Socrates was- building himſelf a 


or curioſity, civility or veneration, crouded aboat 
him, he did not expect, that very ſpacious apart- 
ments would be neceſſary to contain all that ſhould 
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hile he was thus reflecting, 
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the air grew blacker, and a clap of thunder broke 


his meditation. | S 
1 ed to do what remained yet in his 
He now refolved be had 


; 


1171 
fl 


point of lying down in refignation to his fate, 
when he beheld through the brambles the glim- 
of a taper. He advanced towards the light, 


* | | on. 
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- When the repaſt was ver, Tell me,” faid uus 


hermit, ©© by what chance thou haſt been brought 
< hither ; I have been now twenty years an in« 
* habitant of the wilderneſs, in which I never 
<* faw a man before.” Obidah then related the 
occurrences of his journey, without any conceal- 
ment or palliation. 


. * Son,” faid the hermit, ** let the errors and | 


„ follies, the dangers and eſcape of this day, fink 
©. deep into thy heart. Remember, my ſon, that 
| human life is the journey of a day. We riſe 
< in the morning ig 

"* hope, with 
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« that though the day is paſt, and their flreagth 
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Pauci digneſcere poſſunt 
Vira bona, 2 alin verſo, — { 
Erroris nebula. Jos, 
| Ho few 
Know their own good 3 6x, knowing it, purfee? | 
How void of reaſon are our hopes and fears? Da vun. 


HE folly of human wiſhes and purſuits ha 


| 4 always been a ſtanding ſutyzet of mirth and 
declamation, and has been ridiculed and lamented 


tion of complaints and cenſures may be juſth 
numbered among the ſubjects of cenfure and 
complaint. 


Some of theſe inſtructors of mankind have not 
contented themfelves with checking the overflows 
- of paſſion, and lopping the exuberance of deſire, 


the branches ; and not only to confine the mind 
within bounds, but to ſmooth it for ever by a deal 
calm. They have employed their reaſon and elo- 
quence to perſuade us, that nothing is worth the 


wiſh of a wiſe man, have repreſented all earthly 


good and evil as indifferent, and counted among 


GGW 


3 the unhappineſs of a victo- 


rious diſputant, to deſtroy his own authority by 


claiming too many conſequences, or diffuſing his 
propoſition to an indefenſible extent. When we 
have heated our zeal in a cauſe, and elated our 
confidence with ſucceſs, we are naturally inclined 
to ** the ſame train of reaſoning, to 2 


* 


| Noun. 66. doin, halle 5, . 


from age to age; till perhaps the fruitleſs repet | 


but have attempted to deſtroy the root as welt a 
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Yet it cannot be with juſtice denied, that theſe 
men have been very uſeful monitors, and have left 


many proofs of ſtrong reaſon, deep penetration, 
ee antes to ohe ellis — 


it is now our buſineſs to ſeparate from the foam 


of a boiling imagination, and to apply judicioufly 
to our own uſe. They have ſhewn that moſt of 
the conditions of life, which raife the envy of the 
timorous, and rouſe the ambition of the daring, 


tained again their equipage, their baden, 
and their palaces. * 


to a very ſmall number; and the life of the greater 
part of mankind muſt be loſt in empty wiſhes and 
painful compariſons, were not the balm of philo- 
- fophy ſhed upon us, and our diſcontent at the 
| aþpearances of unequal diftribution ſoothed and 


It ſeemed, perhaps, below the dignity of the 
to deſcend to fi- 
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w found himſelf irrefiſtibly determined to fylvan ho- 
and | ours. His great ambition was to ſhoot flyi 
ei 2nd he therefore ſpent whole days in the wee 
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Uition is made by all their arts to the graces of the 
mind. But when was it known that female good- 
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neſs and virtue, he ſhould be careful not to niiſ- 
lead unwary minds, by appearing to ſet too high - 
2 value upon things by which no real excellence 
is conferred. | 1 2313} C14 | 
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Exiles, the proverb ſays, ſubſiſt on hope. | 
Delufive hope fill points to diſtant good, 

To good that mocks approach. 


1 is no temper ſo generally indulged. 
as hope; other paſſions operate by ſtarts on 
particular occaſions, or in certain parts of life; but 


1122 


l 


i 


10 IM + 
al ? 


0 


f 
7] 1 % 
t 


JJ. 


W 


1110 


TE + 


"3 a * 


Nr. THE RAMBLER. 77 


' nations of joy and grief, I yer penſified n for- 


were willing to communicate their nos, or 
extend their concern beyond themieives.'' Moſt ot 


ME FE LE. r / ro. ad Ref 


* 


I was confounded with fo many alter- 


ward, in hopes that theſe fugitive delights would 
in time be overtaken. At length I fow an inviu- 


merable multitude of every age and ſex, who ſeend- 


ed all to partake of ſome general felicityty for every 
cheek was fluſhed with confidence, umd every eye 


ſparkled with eagerneſs : yet each appeared to have 


them ſeemed, by the rapidity of their motion, too 
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to . 
pedients were indeed tried by this induſtrious tribsy 
of whom ſome were making themſelves wing 
which others were contriving to actuate by the 
perpetual motion. But with all their labour, and 
alt their artifiees, they never roſe above the ground, 
or quickly fell back, nor ever approached the throne 
of Hope, but continued ſtill to gaze at a diſtance, 
and laughed at the flow progreſs of thoſe whom 
they faw toiling in the S:rerght of Difficulty. 
Part of the ſavourites of F ancy, when they had 
entered the garden, without making, like the reſt, 
an attempt to climb the mountain, turned imme · 
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urns dupe panes: 4 
the heart feels innumerable throbs, which never 
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break into complaint. Perhaps, likewiſe, our 


_ Pleaſures are for the moſt part equally acres, ; and 


petty ' occurrences z of wiſhes by 
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the chief part of their time in familiar and dome 
tick ſcenes; Fee | 


life, to theſe they are every hour recalled by pak 
' fions not to be ſuppreſſed ; in theſe they have the 


reward of their toils, and to theſe at laſt they 
rexire. - 


;u6k to thaſe hourn, which plcadour canner 8 
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his private apartments, and takes no advantage of 

unlimited power, or probable ſecrecy ; if we tract 
New iiooinh' the topeeFef his time, xod find that 
his character, with thoſe allowances which mortal 
frailty muſt always want, is uniform and regular, 
we have all the evidence of his fincerity, that one 
man can have with regard to another : 2 


his who 
long courſe 


he will find 


is ſervant ; 1 


life. For no con- 
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folicitudes ; and to make 


af ſubmiſſion, promiles, and anxieties, 


ive of innocence ; an exemp- 
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always its horrors and 


granted only to 


violated in a fit of rage, or in afrolick of drunken- 
To dread no eye, and to ſuſpect no tongue, 


neſs. 


or an accuſer abroad. He is condemned to pur- 
bribes never ſecured, and w 


chaſe, by 
is the great 


tion 
has 


dition is more 


to a regular 


ESO... cog n 


4 a SE IIs 1 * 
, * nm 
_ * f 
a 


66 - THE RAMBLER Wa 
it yet more ſhameful and deteftable, it is doomed 
often to fland in awe of thoſe, to whom 

could give influence or weight, but their power of 


SSSESSS5008 S220 055550 
4 Nuns. 69. Tuzspar, November 13, 1750. 


| Flet guogue, ut is ſpeculs ruges adſpexit exiles, 
Te; ef forums ar bis rapes, requirit, 
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amen ich tears ſhe ery d. 

Who all deftroy with k een corroding rage, 

: Beneath. your jaws, whate'er have pleas'd or pleaſe, 

Muſt Gok, conſum's by ſwift or flow degrees, 
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N old Greek epigrammatiſt, intending to 
ſhew the miſeries that attend the laſt ſtage 
| 5 — thoſe who are fo fooliſh 


the curſe of age, but that it ould be extended 
beyond its natural limits. 


The moſt indifferent or negligent ſpectator can 
333233 
from a view of the laſt ſcenes of the tragedy of 
life, in which he finds thoſe who in the former 


parts of the drama were diſtinguiſhed by oppoſi- B 


ad as; by ſpirit and vigour we may force 
a wiy, and reward the vexation of conteſt by the 
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of victory. But a time muſt come when 
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| though there may be ſafety, there is no pleaſuns; 
and what remains is but a proof that more was 

Nothing ſeems to have been more univerſally 
dreaded by the ancients than orbity, or want of 
_ children ; and indeed, to a man who has ſurvived 
all the companions of his youth, all who have 
participated his pleaſures and his cares, have been 


is a diſmal folitude. He ſtands forlorn and filent, 
negleGted.or inſulted, in the midſt of multitudes, 
anamated with hopes which he cannot ſhare, and 
employed in buſineſs which he is no longer able to 
forward or retard ; nor can he find any to whom 
his life or hisdeath are of importance, unleſs he has 
_ employments, and endeared himſelf to ſome whole 
intereſt and gratitude may unite them to him. 

So different are the colours of life, as we look 
forward to the future, or backward to the paſt ; 
this contrariety of appearance naturally produces, 


generally with contempt or pity on either fide. To 
a young man | 


_ wonders in his turn that the world never can grow 


that not one can be convinced that ſnares are laid 
for him, till he finds himſelf entangled. 


Thus 


that the converſation of the old and young ends 
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like liquors of different gravity and 
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5 one generation is always the ſcorn and 
r and the notions of the old 


what he cannot regulate. 

But though age be to every order of human 
beings ſufficiently terrible, it is particularly to be 
dreaded by fine ladies, who have had no other end 
or ambition, than to fill up the day and the night 
with rſs, diverſions, and Santery, and. who bav- 
ing made no acquaintance wi ge, Or 
with buſineſs, have conſtantly caught all their ideas 
from the current prattle of the hour, and been 
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i himſelf, nor will be led others, is a w 
* without uſe or value.” * _ 
E we ſurvey the moral world, it will be found, 
"that the fame diviſion may be made of men, with 
gud to theig virtue. There are ſome whaſe 
prac? ** 
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too haſtily conclude that all goodneſs 

though it may for a time be clouded and 

whelmed; for moſt minds are the ſlaves of 


de 
is loſt, 
over- 
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only: crimes but the appearance of crimes, and 
not only to practiſe virtue, but to applaud, coun- 
tenance, and fupport it. For it is poſſible that for 
want of attention we may teach others faults from 
which ourſelves are free, or by a cowardly deſer- 
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True, fir, to live 1 hafte, your pardon give, 
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whatever may be their uſe in traffick, they 
oe hitherto been rather applied to the acquiſi- 
uw of money, than of wiſdom ; the computer 


n very little to have advanced morality. 


centuries in human knowledge, may be num- 
the exact calculations of the value of life ; 
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dnn Ariftippum decuit flatus, et color, et res, 


Hon. 


| Yet Aifippes ev'ry dreſs became; 


ev*ry various change of life the ſame; 
| And though be aim's at things of higher kind, 


Vet to the preſent held an equal mind. | 
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you that it is the han of being, the quality to 
which all that adorns or elevates mankind muſt 


owe its power of pleaſing. Without good hu- 
, learning and bravery can only confer that 


Good-bamens may be defined » hadizef tifng 
pleaſed ; a conſtant and perennial foftneſs of 
manner, eaſineſs of approach, and ſuavity of diſ- 
poſition ; like that which every man perceives in 
himſelf, when the firſt tranſports of new felicity 
have ſublided, and his thoughts are only kept in 
motion. by a flow fucceffion of foft impulſes. 
. way. way et 
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ed by thoſe that love him, than by thoſe that 
admie his excellencies, or ſolicit his favours ; for 
its end and retires. A man _whoſe great quali. 
ties want the ornament of ſuperficial attractions, 
is hike a naked mountain with mines of 


' which win be frequented only till the treafure is. 
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Kre non wile un, fertwe, feretve dies. _ Ov. 
Why thinks the fool with childiſh bope to ſee 
| What neither is, nor was, nor Cer ſhall be? 

| ELyMINSTON. 
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IT you feel any of that compaſſion, which you 
caſe which I have reaſon from obſervation to be- 
heve very common, and which I know by experi- 
enceto be very miſerable. And though the queru- 
Jous are ſeldom received with great ardour of kind- 
nefs, I hope to eſcape the mortification of finding 
that my lamentations ſpread the contagion of im- 
patience, and produce anger rather than tenderneſs. 
1 write not merely to vent the ſwelling of my heart, 
but to enquire by what means I may recover my 
tranquillity ; and ſhall endeavour at brevity in wy 
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my mother never failed to put me in mind of my 
dicth, and charged me to do nothing with which I 
might be reproached, when I ſhould come to my 
aunts eſtate. | 

Inall the perplexities or vexations which want of 
money brought upon us, it was our conſtant prac- 
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1 — of pleaſure 


always ended, on whatever ſubje it began. We 
had none of the collateral intereſts, which diverſify 
we could neither haften nor retard, and had no 
other object of curiofity, than the health or fick- 
neſs of my aunts, of which we were careful to pro- 
cure very exact and early intelligence. 
This viſionary opulence for a while ſoothed our 
imagination, but afterwards fired our wiſhes, and 
exaſperated our neeeſſitĩes, and my father could not 
always reftrain himſelf from that 
20 creature had ſs many lives as @ cat and an old maid. 
At laſt, upon the recovery of his ſiſter from an 
apue, which ſhe was ſuppoſed to have caught by 
ſparing fire, he began to loſe his ſtomach, and four 
months afterwards funk into the grave. 
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un come. I went with all the hafte of 
tions to be kind to her maid, and directions how 


the laſt offices ſhould be performed ; but if be- 
fore my arrival the ſun happened to break out, or 
the wind to change, I met her at the door, or 
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that officiouſneſs and liberality may be ſo aduke- 
rated; us to loſe the greater part of their effect; 
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injuries inceffantly repeated. It may be confider- 
ed as the canker of life, that deſtroys its vigour, 
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juſtly boaſt its deſcent from learning or from wiz, 
it is much oftener of baſe extraction, — 
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When ſmiling fortune ſpreads her golden ray, 
All croud around to flatter and obey : 

But when the thunders from an angry ſky, 
Our friendy, our flatterers, our lovers fly. 166A. 
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SIR, 

HE diligence with which — 
— 16 the 142 of one who has 


of ſolitary conjeQures, but of pradlice and es 


perience. 

I was born to a large fortune, and bred to the 
of thoſe arts which are ſuppoſed toac- 
compliſh the mind, and adorn the perſon of a vo- 
man. To theſe attainments, which cuſtom and 
education almoſt forced upon me, I added fome 


voluntary acquiſitions by the uſe of books, and | 


the converſation of that ſpecies of men whom the 
ladies generally mention with terror and averſion 
under the name of ſcholars, but whom I have 


found a harmleſs and inoffenſive order of beings, 
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got ſo much wiſer than ourſelves, but that they 


may receive as well as communicate knowledge, 
and more inclined to degrade their own character 


by cowardly ſubmiſhon, than to overbear or op- 
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ſeventh year, when, as I was towering in all the 
pride of unconteſted excellency, with a face yet 
little impaired, and a mind hourly improving, 
the failure of a fund, in which my money was | 
placed, reduced me to a frugal competency, which | | . 

independence. | 


allowed little beyond neatneſs and 
I bore the diminution of my riches without. 
any outrages of ſorrow, or puſillanimity 
jection. Indeed I did not know how much I had 
loſt, for, having always heard and more 
2 32 2 


of de- 
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by whom T had been conſidered as moving in 2 


higher ſphere, and who had hitherto approached 


now no longer to expect. 


Obſervations like theſe, are commonly nothing 
better than covert inſults, which ſerve to give 


vent to the flatulence of pride, but they are now 


and then imprudently uttered by honeſty and be- 
nevolence, 


and inflit pain where kindneſs is in- 


— Yes ayer Big as to venture the 


eftabliſhment of this rule, that no one ought to 
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— have revived but by abſurd and unſea- 


ſonable compaſſion. | 
My endleſs train of lovers immediately with- 


drew, without raiſing any emotions. The greater 
part had indeed always profeſſed to court, as it is 


termed, upon the ſquare, had enquired my for- 
rune, and offered 

doubtedly a right to retire without cenſure, ſince 
they had openly treated for money, as neceſſary 
to their happineſs, and who can tell how little 


thought the clamours of women unreaſonable, 
who imagine themſelves injured becauſe the men 
who followed them upon the ſuppoſition of 2 
fortune, reject them when they are diſco- 


| me with reverence and ſubmiſſion, which I was 


tended; I will, therefore, ſo far maintain my 


they wanted any other portion? I have always |} 


vered to have Jeſs. I have never known any lady, 
who did not think wealth a title to ſome ſtipula- 
tions in her favour ; and ſurely what is 8 
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Paluntes error certo de tramite pellit, 
N foniftrorfum, hie dextrorſum abit, unus utrigue 
| | Error, ſed wariis illulit purtib us. | | | Hor. 
While mazy error draws mankind aftray 
From truth's ſure path, each takes his devious way; 
One to the right, one to the left recedes, 
Alike deluded, as each fancy leads. Er yurx s Tor, 


Ti is eaſy for every man, whatever be his cha- 
122 — — 


Ris natural to mean well, when only abſtracted 


ideas of virtue are propoſed to the mind, and no 


particular paſſion turns us aſide from rectitude; 


and fo willing is every man to flatter himſelf, that 
the difference between approving laws, and obey- 


int them, is frequently forgotten ; be that ac- 
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126 


apparent and confeſſed. "They envy an unble- 
miſhed reputation, and what they envy they are 
buſy to deftroy : they are unwilling to ſuppoſe 
themſelves meaner and more corrupt than others, 
vations thoſe with whom they cannot riſe to an 
equality. No man yet was ever wicked without 
ſecret diſcontent, and according to the different 
. of remaining virtue, or unextinguiſhed 
reaſon, he either endeavours to reform himſelf, or 


corrupt others; either to regain the ſtation * X 
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he has quitted, or prevail on others to imitate his 
defetion. 
It has been always conſidered as an alleviation 


of miſery not to ſuffer alone, even when union and 
- fociety can contribute nothing to reſiſtance or 
eſcape; ſome comfort of the fame kind ſeems to 


incite wickedneſs to ſeck aſſociates, though indeed 
another reaſon may be given, for as guik i is propa- 
power of reproach is — and 


— 


r 
breaſt are aſſuaged, is, the contemplation, not of 


the ſame, but of different crimes. He that cannot 


juſtify himſelf by his reſemblance to others, is 
ready to try ſome other expedient, and to enquire 
what will riſe to his advantage from oppoſition and 
difimilitude. He eafily finds fome faults in every 
human being, which he weighs againſt his own, 
and eafily makes them preponderate while he 
keeps the balance in his own hand, and throws in 
or takes out at his pleaſure circumſtances that 
make them heavier or lighter. He then triumphs 


in his comparative purity, and ſets himſelf at eaſe, 


not becauſe he can refute the charges advanced 
againſt him, but becauſe he can eenſure his accu- 
arrows of reproach, when he has ſtored his maga- 


ine of malice with weapons equally ſharp and 
_ equally envenomed. 


This practice, though never juſt, is yet ſpecious 
and artful, when the cenſure is directed againſt 
deviations to the contrary extreme. The man who 


i branded with cowardice, may, with ſome appear- 
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ance of propriety, turn all his force of gn 
againſt a ſtupid contempt of life, and raſh preciji. 
tation into unneceffary danger. Every receffion 
from temerity is an approach towards 
and though it be confefled that bravery, like other 
virtues, ftands between faults on either hand, yet 


bo tc 1 —— 


— faukt ; an#by Sewing how many with 


are avoided by his behaviour, he may conceal for 


a time thoſe which are incurred. 

But vice has not always opportunities or addreſs 
for ſuch artful ſubterfuges ; men often extenuate 
their own guilt, only by vague and general charges 
upon others, or endeavour to gain reſt to them. 
ſelves, by pointing ſome other prey to the purſuit 
of cenſure. 


Every whiſper of infamy is induftriouſly circu- 


| lated, every hint of ſuſpicion eagerly improved, 
and every failure of conduct joyfully publiſhed, by 
thoſe whole intereſt it ia, that the eye and voice of 


which none can iet himfalf free, and by an e 


deſire to ſeparate the cauſe from the effects, and to 
enjoy the profit of crimes without ſuffering the 
ſhame. Men are willing to try all methods of 
reconciling guilt and quiet, and when their under- 
3 are ſtubborn and uncomplying, on 
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their paſſions againſt them, and hope to over- 
knowledge. 


power their own 
It is generally not ſo muck a of wen, 


im into depravity, to deveive the world us em- 


Eule, but as it revives their remorſe, and is echoed 
to them from their own hearts. The ſentence 
moſt dreaded is that of reaſon- and 
—— — — 


experiment till life is at an end; and the taft hour 
on unperceived, while the faculties are en- 
in reſiſting reaſon, and repreſſing the ſenſe = 
of the divine difapprobation. 


Nuns. 77. Tursbay, December 11, 1750. 


Or dignum æterno nitidum quod fulpeat Auro, 
$i male laudare Drum, cui ſordida Morſtra 
Prevulic, et liguidam temeravit Crimine vocem. — 


A golden ſtatue ſuch a wit might claim, 

Had God and virtue raise d the noble flame; » 

'But ah! bow lewd a ſubje& has he ſung, - 

What vile obſceaity profanes his tongue, T. Lewis. 


MONG thoſe, whoſe hopes of diſtinctiom, 
or riches, ariſe from an opinion of their mtel- 
—— it has been, from age to age, 
an eſtabliſhed cuſtom to complain of the ingrati- | ö 
ale of mankind to their inſtructors, and the diſ—- 
6 genius and ſtudy ſuffer | 2 
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from ayarice and ignorance, from the 
df falſe taſte, and the encroachment of 
Men rr 
which themſelves feel, or which appear before their 


own eyes ; and as there has never been a time of 


being more averſe from learning than any other, 
yet at all times knowledge muſt have encountered, 


ignorance, ſuperior. 
irs, The mics of the leamed bare be 
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at ail. 


They have bern at once profiigate 


in their lives, and licentious in their compoſitions; 


* 
2 


r 
of whom it cannot be alleged chat they have 


amtempted to lure others after them. They have 
them high in the rank of Imerature, to ſet ſuſion 


| 
| 
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| fome writers, whoſe powers and acquiſitions place 
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The mighty ſoul how ſmall a body holds. Dove, 


Sr ſenſation is known to depend 


ſo much upon novelty, that cuſtom takes away 
8 their power of giving pleaſure 

dr pain. Thus a new dreſs. becomes eaſy by 
wearing it, and the palate is reconciled by degrees 
to diſhes which at firſt diſguſted it. That by long 
habit of carrying a burden we loſe, in great part, 
our ſenſibility of its weight, any man may be con- 
vinced by putting on for an hour the armour of our 


anceſtors ; for he. will ſcarcely believe that men 


would have had much inclination to marches and 
battles, encumbered and oppreſſed, as he will find 
himſelf, with the ancient panoply. Yet the he- 


roes that overrun regions, and ſtormed towns in 


iron accoutrements, he knows not to have been 
bigger, and has no reaſon to imagine them ſtronger 
than the preſent race of men ; he therefore muſt 
conclude, that their peculiar powers were coules- 
red only by-peculiar habits, and that their fami- 


larity with the dreſs of war enabled them to move 


in it with eaſe, vigour, and agility. 


Yet it ſeems to be the condition of our preſent- 


ſtate, that pain ſhould be more fixed and perma- 


degrees, and is long before it quits its poſſeſſion of 
the ſenſory; but all our are volatile, 


vagrant, and eaſily diflipated. The fragrance of 
— SIT 6s WEIL 


Nuns. 78. SATURDAY, December 15, 1750. 
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nent than pleaſure. Uneafineſs gives way by flow 
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 enifidered with. wonder or folicitude, and that 
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ons. It is, indeed, not neceſſary to ſhew by 
many inſtances what all mankind confeſs, by an 
neeffant call for variety, and reftleſs purſuit of en- 
joyments, which they value only becauſe unpoſ- 
ſeſſed. 

Something fimilar, or analogous, may be ob- 
ferved in effects produced immediately upon the 
mind; nothing can ſtrongly ſtrike or affect us, but 
what is rare or ſudden. The moſt important 
events, when they become familiar, are no longer 


which at firſt filled up our whole attention, and 
kſt no place for any other thought, is ſoom thruſt 
alide into ſome remote repoſitory of the mind, and 
les among other lumber of the „ Over- 
boked and neglected. Thus far the mind reſem- 
les the body, but here the fimilitude is at an end. 
The manner in which external force acts upon 
the body is very little ſubje& to the regulation of 
the will; no man can at "pleaſure obtund or in- 
vigorate his ſenſes, prolong the agency of any 
or continue the pr any image 

waced upon the eye, or any ſound infuſed into the 
tar. But our ideas are more ſubjected to choice ; 
ſtay, we can facilitate and promote their recur- 
rence, we can either repreſs their intrufion, or 
haſten their retreat. It is therefore the buſineſs of 
viſdom and virtue, to felet among numberleſs 
uwtoexalt our reaſon, extend our views, and fe- 
cure our happineſs. But this choice is to be made 


138 THE RAMBLER. Ne. 
ZE 
uſeful purpoſe, and enables us to ſupply ſome dt. 


ficiency of our nature. 
repreſented the father 


of mankind, as ſeized with horror and aftoniſh. 
ment at the fight of death; exhibited to him on 
the mount of viſion. For ſfurdy, nothing can b 
of man, as the diſruption of his union with viſihle 
nature; a ſeparation from all that has hitherto de. 
lighted or engaged him ; a change not only of the 
place, but the manner of his being; an entrance 
into a ſtate not fimply which he knows not, but 
which perhaps he has not faculties to know; an 
. 1 * 42 
ne Regreme Bring, and, what is above all die] 
and alarming, the final ſentence, and unalter- 
Yet we to whom the ſhortneſs of life has given | 
| frequent occaſions of contemplating mortality, 
can, without emotion, ſee generations of men 
pals away, and are at leiſure to eſtabliſh modes of 
 forrow, and adjuſt the ceremonial of death. We 
. can look upon funeral pomp as a common ſpectacle 
in which we have no concern, and turn away from 
it to trifles and amuſements, without dejection of 
look, or inquietude of heart. | 
It is, indeed, apparent from the conſtitution of 
the world, that there muſt be a time for other 


thoughts ; and a perpetual meditation upon the | 


laſt hour, however it may become the ſolitude of | 
a monaſtery, is inconſiſtent with many duties of | 
common life. But ſurely the remembrance ot 
death ought to predominate in our minds, as in 


ſhould ſeldom wander fo far from our own condi- 
tion, as not to be recalled and fixed by fight of an 


few. That merit which gives greatneſs and 
renown, diffuſes its influence to a wide compals, 
but acts weakly on every ſingle breaſt ; it is placed 
at a diſtance from common ſpectators, and ſhines 
like one of the remote ſtars, of which by ht 
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many 
though they had many to celebrate, they had none 
Cuſtom fo far regulates the ſentiments at leaſt 
of common minds, that I believe men may be ge- 
nerally obſerved to grow leſs tender as they ad- 
"vance in age. He, who, when life was new, melted 
at the laſs of every companion, can look in time 
without upon the grave into which his. 
laſt friend was thrown, and into which himſelf is | 
ready to fall; nct that he is more willing to die than 
formerly, but that he is more familiar to the death | 
er dihers, and therefore is not alarmed fo far as to 
confider how mach nearer he approaches to his. 
end. But his is to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny 
of actitlent, and to ſuffer our reaſon to lie uſeleſs. 
Every funeral may juſtly be conſidered as a ſum- 
mons to prepare for that ſtate, into which it ſhews 

us that we muſt ſometime enter; and the ſum- 

mons is more loud and piercing, as the event of 
_ which it warns us is at leſs diſtance. To neg 
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Miivavia, ule ? ; + ny wax Hg Maar, 
You wonder Pre fo linle-wit, _” 
Than he who is a knave complete. F. Lawn, 


USPICION, however neceſſary it may be 
9 to our ſaſe paſſage through ways beſet on all 
fides by fraud and malice, has been always confi- 
dered, when it exceeds the common meaſures, as 


a token of depravity and corruption; and a Greet 


writer of ſentences has laid down as a ſtanding 
maxim, that he zwho believes not another on hrs cath, 
Knows himſelf to be perj ured. 


We can form our opinions of that which we 


know not, only by placing it in compariſon with 

ing that we know: whoever therefore is 
over-run with ſuſpicion, and detects artifice and 
ſtratagem in every propoſal, muſt either have 
learned by experience or obſervation the wicked- 
neſs of mankind, and been taught to avoid fraud 


by Having often ſuffered or ſeen treachery, or he 


muſt derive his judgment from the conſciouſneſs 
of his own difpofition, and impute to others the 


fame inclinations which he feels predominant in 


himſelf. 


To learn caution by turning our eyes upon life, 
and obſerving the arts by which negligence is fur- 
priſed, timidity overborne, and — amuſed, 
requires either great latitude of converſe and long 
acquaintance with buſineſs, or uncommon activity 


of vigilance, and acuteneſs of penetration. When | 


therefore 
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| + ingellet, comes into the world full of fcruples 

| | ad difidence; makes a bargain with many pro- 
vfonal limitations; hefitates in his anſwer to a 
ammon queſtion, leſt more ſhould be intended 
dun be can immediately diſcover ; has a long 
nach in detecting the projects of his acquaintance; | 

\+ | confiders every careſs as an act of hypocriſy, and 
'B | © ts neither gratitude nor affection from the ten- 
derneſs of his friends, becauſe he believes no one 
u have any real tenderneſs but for himſelf ; what- 
ger erpectations this early ſagacity may raiſe of 
ks future eminence or riches, I can ſeldom for- 
hear to conſider him as a wretch incapable of gene- 
ality or benevolence, as a villain early completed 
Upon men of this claſs inſtrud ĩon and admo- 
nition are g thrown away, becauſe they 
conſider artifice and deceit as proofs of under- 
landing; they are miſled at. the ſame time by the 
mo great ſeducers of the world, vanity and inte- 
eſt, and not only look upon thoſe who act with 
openneſs and confidence, as condemned by their 
| principles to obſcurity and want, but as contemp- 
| tible for narrowneſs of comprehenſion, ſhortneſs 
of views, and ſlowneſs of contrivance. 
tan of policy in publick tranſactions, and of art 
in private affairs; they have been conſidered as 

the effets of great qualities, and as unattainable 

by men of the common level: yet I have not 
| fund many performances either of art or policy, 
that required fuch ſtupendous efforts of intellect, 
er might not have been effected by falſehood and 
| impudence, 
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in his breaſt, and the anxieties that break into his 


face. To avoid, at this expence, thoſe evils to 
which eaſineſs and 3 hav ep 
cada tee atten... 
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of his territories, that he could tra- 
them without a guard, and if he was 
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: 
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— 
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- quickly be corrupt. It is too common for us to 
learn the frauds which ourſelves have ſuffered; 
ats juſtified 
they whoſe vi 
way to example, or be ſhaken by ſophiſtry, muſt 
yet feel their 
neſs of thoſe 
happineſs 


4 


2 to be reſtored, and thoſe who ha 
by treachery may be juſtly deni 
the proteQion of their native country | | 
6 e Whoever 
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Whoever commits a fraud is guilty not only of 
the particular injury to him whom he deceives, 
dur of the diminution of that confidence which 
emfticzates not only the eaſe but the exiſtence of 


- faciety. He that ſuffers by impoſture has too often 


his virtue more impaired than his fortune. But as 

iris neceſſury not to invite robbery by ſupineneſs, 
—— — dy fab. 
picion ; it is better to ſuſſer wrong than to do it, 
ant happier to be ſometimes cheated than not to 


nuf. 
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Nuns. 80. Sarunnar, December 22, 1750. 
Vides ut alts flet Neve candidum 
Sorafte, nec jam ſubſtineant Ons 


Silvæ laborantes —— —— Hor, 


Behold yon mountain's hoary height, 
Made higher with new mounts of ſnow ; 
Again behold the winter's weight 
Oppreſs the lab ring woods below. Du vor x, 


As providence ande d 
active being, always impatient for novelty, 


44 gee hn unenjoyed with 
progreſſion, 


unwearied — — 
deen eminently adapted to this diſpoſition of the 
wind: it is formed to raiſe expectations by con- 
— 


| ef, and fee the day Sah the cow, and. 


open 


open new proſpeAs in its gradual advance. Abe 
a few hours, we fee the ſhades lengthen, and the 


of ſhining orbs different from each other in n 
nitude and ſplendour. The earth varies its aps 
as we move upon it; the woods offer 
and the fields their harveſts ; the hall 
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light decline, till the ſky is refigned to a multitude 


i 


* 
: = 
4 J Y 
134 l 
_ Fi = 
— 
4 . 
? 1 
30 1 
x 4 R l 


* 


W „„ „ „„ r asse er FL TORE TE EC: 1 7 


—_— 


wes THE RAMBLER. »49 
egaveniencies of farmer and winter, by new 

perceptions of the calmneſs and mildneſs of the 

Every ſeaſon has its particular power of ſtriking 

the mind. Tue nakedneſs and afperity of the 
vintry world always fills the beholder with penſive 
md profound aftoniſhment ; as the varicty of the 
kene is leſſened, its grandeur is increaſed ; and the 
. mind is ſwelled at once by the mingled ideas of 
the preſent and the paſt, of the beauties which 
have vaniſhed from the eyes, and the waſte and 
It is obſerved by Milton, that he who neglects 

to viſit the country in ſpring, and rejects the 
pleaſures that are then in their firſt bloom and fra- 
ance, is guilty of ſinllenneſt againff nature. If we 
alot different duties to different ſeaſons, he may 
becharged with equal diſobedience to the voice of 
e, who looks on the bleak hills and leafteſs 
woods, without ſeriouſneſs and awe. Spring is the 
alen of gaiety, and winter of terror; in ſpring 
the heart of tranquillity dances to the melody of 

the groves, and the eye of benevolence ſparkles at 

the fight of happineſs and plenty : In the winter, 

compaſſion melts at univerſal calamity, and the 

tray of ſoftneſs ſtarts at the wailings of hunger, 
and the cries of the creation in diſtreſs. * 
Few minds have much inclination to indulge 
heavineſs and ſorrow, nor do I recommend them 
1 to maintain in its full 
„ 4 itual ſympathy and tenderneſs, 
which, in a world of ſo much miſery, is neceflary 
whe ready diſcharge of our moſt important du- 
yes. The winter therefore is generally celebrated 
= the proper ſeaſon for domeſtick merriment and 
H 3 | gaiety, 
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gaiety. We are ſeldom: invited by the votarie 


pleaſure to look abroad for any than 
that we may ſhrink back with more ſatisfaction. ta 
our coverts, and when we have heard the howl of 
_ thetempeſt, and felt the gripe of the froſt, conga- 
tulate each other with more gladnefs upon 2 d 
2 ealy chair, a large fire, and a ſmoking 


ſo effectually laid aſleep, as by ſome common oak. 
mity : An cnemy waites all to whom he thee 
danger. rigour of winter brings generally 
the fame fre-fide thaſe, who, by the oppoſitional 
employment, 


centration of ideas ; and the privation of excernal 
pleaſure cauſes an effort 


of their own happineſs. When they are con- 
demned by the elements to retirement, and debar- 
1 E ns which. are called 
in to light of time, they can ſind nem 
ſubjects af enquiry, and preſerve themſelves frum 
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8 nne it. 
Theſe muſt neceſſarily be mot e dependent on acci- 
&at for the means of ſpending agreeably thoſe: 
hours which their occupations leave unengaged, 
or nature obliges them to allow to relaxation. Yet 
enen on theſe I would willingly impreſs fuch a 


ſenſe of the value of time, as may incline them to 


find out for their careleſs hours amuſements of 
more uſe and dignity than the common games, 
which not only weary the mind without improv- 
ing it, but ſtrengthen. the paſſions of envy and 
wvarice, and often lead to fraud and to profuſion; = 
ie- corruption and to ruin. It is unworthy of a 
reaſonable being to ſpend any of the little time 
allotted us, without ſome tendency, either direct 
or oblique, to the end of our exiſtence. . And 
though every moment cannot be laid out on the 
formal and regular improvement of our know- 
ledge, or in the ſtated practice of a moral or reli- 
gous duty, yet none ſhould be fo ſpent as to 
exclude wiſdom or virtue, or paſs without paſſibi- 
lity of qualifying us more or leſs for the better 
employment of thoſe which are to come. 
It is ſcarcely poſſible. to paſs an hour in honeſt 
enverſation, without being able when we riſe 
rom it, to pleaſe ourſelves with having given or 
received ſome advantages; but a man may ſhuffle 
ans or nale dice, from noon to midnight, with= 
FAY ; 


bf 


out tracing any new idea in his mind, or 
able to recolle& the day by any other token 
his gain or loſs, and a confuſed remembrance 
agitated paſſions, and clamorous altercations. 
, 2s experience is of more weight thin 


of 


precept, any of my readers, who are contriving 


how to ſpend the dreary months before 


may confider which of their paſt amuſements fills 


them now with the greateſt ſatisfaction, and re- 
pleaſure is moſt durable. 
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Nuns. 8:. Tuzspar, December 25, 1750. 


Difeite Fufitiam moniti—— Vans. 
5 Hear, and be juſt. 


euſſed without any approach to decifion 
may be numbered the precedency or ſuperior ex- 
 cellenice of one virtue to another, which has long 
furniſhed a ſubject of diſpute to men whole kei- 
ſure ſent them out into the intellectual world in 
ſearch of employment, and who have, perhaps, 
been ſometimes witheld from the practice of their 
favourite duty, by zeal for its advancement, and 
diligence in its celebration. 
The intricacy of this diſpute may be alleged 28 
2 proof of that tenderneſs for mankind which 
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ſolve to repeat thoſe gratifications of which the 
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night in another which be Bould think bimpelf anti- 
thed to make in the like circumſtances. 
The diſcharge of the dedts of charity,.or duties 


muſt always be limited, uni- 
form, and diftiat.. But beneficence, though in 
general equally enjoined by our religion, and equally 
needful to the conciliation of the divine favour, is 


ey” 7 Wan ſingle acts, 
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axchange conditions with his he 
ſhould expect more exer- 
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ſettled rule, ſtriving to mii 
lad us, it i iſe man to 
err 
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JT wil no de cr folic your god will 
by any formal preface, when I have informed: 


it was obſerved, from my entrance into the 
verld, that I had ſomething uncommon in my dif- 
: poſition, 
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degrees, 


ſee my muſeum, and others ; 


patronage 
to increaſe its treaſures, by ſelling me whatever 


that my levee was 


to 
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if 


and wiſhed it of 
extent. But no man's power can 


forced to 


funds, and muſt confeſs . 
lament him, for he was'2 


bent rater upon 
once 
kick 


parts, 
He 
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yet greater 
equal to his will. I was 


became ſo well known, 
of ingenious men, 
with viſitants, ſome to 


of . | „ 


rich than wiſe. 
ſome ſingle 


we. 


money 
that 1 


= l r 
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without ſame defign, or imitate the indiſeretion of 
thoſe, who begin a thouſand collections, and finiſh 
none. Having been always a lover of geography, 


care has been to procure the products of our own 
country ; and as Mjred received the tribute of the 


pay their rents in butterflies, till I had exhauſted 


the purſuit of other animals, and obtained, by this 
eaſy method, moſt of the grubs and inſets, which 
hand, air, or water can fupply. I have three 
ſpecies of earthworms not known to the naturaliſts, 
have diſcovered a new ephemera, and can ſhew 
quarters. I have, from my own. ground, the 
longeſt blade of graſs upon and once ac- 
cepted, as a half year's rent for a field of wheat, 
an ear containing more grains than had been ſeen 
before upon a fingle ftem. | 

One of my tenants ſo much neglefted his own 


with only two horſe-flies, and thoſe of little more 
than the common ſize; and I was upon the brink 


a white 
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degrees, and to purchaſe what chance or kind 
| happened to preſent. I did not however pp | 


I determined to collect the maps drawn in the rude | 


But my ruling paſſion is patriotiſm : my chief 


Welch in wolves heads, I allowed my tenants to 
the papilionaceous tribe. I then directed them to 


6-3 Ton ASEAN 5 E597 3 RES 3 * 


188 — 


of ſeiaing for arrears, when his good fortune threw | 
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Wt mole in his way, for which he was not 


[EZ 
however, were petty acquiſitions, and 
made xt final! expence ; nor ſhould I have ventur- 
eſto ranik myſelf among the virtuoſi without better 
| clainis. I have ſuffered nothing worthy the regard 
of wie man to eſcape my notice: I have ran- 
ehen the old and the new world, and been 
| equally attentive to paſt ages and the preſent. For 
the illuſtration of ancient hiſtory, I can ſhew a 
marble, of which the inſcription, though it is not 
i now legible, appears, from ſome broken remains 
o the letters, to have been Tu/can, and therefore 
probably engraved before the foundation of Rome. 
I have two pieces of porphyry found the 
{| ruins of Epheſus, and three letters broken off by. 
| 7 learned traveller from the monuments of Perſe- 
falis ; a piece of ſtone which paved the Areopagus 
| cf Mens, and a plate without figures or charac- 
tefs, Which was found 22 Cerintk, and which I 
therefore believe to be that metal which was once 
valued before gold. I have fand gathered out of 
the Granicus; a fragment of Trujan's bridge over 
_ the Dunne; "ſome of the mortar which cemented 
the watercourſe of Tarquin; a horſeſhoe broken 
on the Flaminian way; and a turf with five daikes 
bog from the fl of Phorfals, f 
Ido not wiſh to raiſe the envy of unſucceſsful 
clleftors, by too pompous a diſplay of my ſcien- 
tick wealth, but cannot forbear to obſerve, that 
there are few regions of the globe which are not 
honoured with fome memorial in my cabinets. 
| The Perfian monarchs are faid to have boaſted the 
| Freatneſs of their empire, by being ſerved at their 
| wk with drink from the Ganges nd the Donde 
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of As; in « third is dew bruſhed from a haugy 
that has rolled in the Pacific ocean. 1 


have paid the ſame price for a glove of Lewis, 
2 thimble of queen Mary; for a fur cap of the: 
Czar, and a boot of Charles of Sweden. 
Lou will eafily imagine. that theſe accumulations. 


were not made without ſome diminution of m 


fortune, for I was ſo well known to ſpare no 2 
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Nuß utile oft quod fucias fluita of gloria. 
has naturally led me to the conſideration of 
thirſt after curioſities, which often draws con- 
tempt and ridicule upon itſelf, but which is per- 
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Nuns. 83. TuksnAr, Far. 1, 1781. 
All uſcleſs ſcience is an empty boaſt. 
HE publication of the letter in my laſt paper 


baps no otherwiſe blameable, than as it wants thoſe 


2 


THE RAMBLER mM 


* 
4 
$4, * 
7 


ern Cr OEESESLY TS 


S 


* 


een THE RAMBLER. 


.Y * 


165 


ii 


ſuffers not 


[i 


* 


Th 


to happineſs or virtue; nor 


in compariſon of thoſe who ſpend their 


—— — — — — 


unportance 


— determine the Kits of en- 


1 


2 
E 


conſequences 
ble, in 


38 * 


of little 


rr 8 


tome deres of reſpeR, rhouyh in = flight of 


nd, — 


queſtionably uſeful, even when the things tam- 
ſelves are of ſmall importance, becauſe it is always 
to know how far the human powers 

have proceeded, and how much experience has 
found to be within the reach of diligence. Idle- 


neſs and timidity often deſpair without deg 


L -* * 
N. N i 
bs. 
4 


„ THE RAMBLER. ** 


e 7 y ĩ cc Y 


or of the genius and cuſtoms of its inha- 
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wo the archi. But to dig the quarry or 


v and though 


dun fia motor, Cn A Un, , 


ent cuſfes, eee comes. 


Jai tibi non crevi : te nofter willicus borret : 


Te diſpenſator, te demus ipſa paver. 


Et vix @ ferulis abſtinet irs na. 
"You rock'd my cradle, were my guide 
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| But now, dear fir, my beard iv grown, 
"Still Pm a child to thee alone. 


Our ſteward, butler, cook and all 

You fright, nay e en the very wall; 

You pry, and frown, and growl, and hide, 
| And ſcarce will lay the rod aſide. 
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filled me with idle nations, and turned my head 


with books. But ſhe had now loſt her authority, 


for I began to find innumerable miſtakes in her 
opinions, and ĩimproprieties in her language; and 


that nothing more is required of a woman than 
to ſee that the houſe is clean, and that the maids 
go to bed and riſe at a certam hour. 
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experience, and of the deference due to ſeniority; 
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talk of the unreſerved — Ya 
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c je cnt, c n luer faces. Orr, | 


At buſy hearts in vain love's arrows fiy; 
Dim, ſcorn' d, and impotent, his torches lie. 
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ane Sts BAD alldihs or Lon. 
© By fingers, or by car, we numbers ſean, — 


NE of the ancients has obſerved, Ge 
| burthen of government is encreafſed uin 
princes dy the vietues of their immediate profits. 
fors. It is, indeed, always dangerous to be placed 
in a ſtate of unavoidable compariſon with excel 
tence, and the danger is ſtill greater when that 
excellence is conſecrated by death; when envy and 
intereſt ceaſe to act againſt it, and thoſe paiions 


. 


ftand in its defence, and turn their vehemence 
againſt honeſt emulation. 

He that fucceeds a celebrated wiinr, faiths 
fame difficulties to encounter; he ſtands under the 
ſhade of exalted merit, and is hindered from riſing 


to his natural height, by the interception of thoſe 


weariad, and not to be recalled 10 the e 
himſelf that he 


* 


by which it was at firſt villified and oppoſed, now | 


| beams which ſhould invigorate and quicken him. 
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» that to all the powers which the per- 
feQion of every other compoſition can require, he 
adds the faculty of joining muſick with reaſon, and 
of acting at once upon the ſenſes and the paſſions, 


I foppate there are formwhe do not feel thanking 


touched by poetieal melody, and who will not con- 
feſs that they are more or leſs moved by the fame 


thoughts, as they are conveyed by different ſounds, 


| and more affected by the fame words in one or 


equal, but there are none who do not perceive it, 
orto whom 2 regular feries of proportionate ſounds 
cannot give delight. 
In treating on the verſification of Milian I am 


defirous to be generally underſtood, and ſhall 


therefore ſtudiouſly decline the dialect of gram- 


and ſometimes ſcarcely poſſible, to deliver the pre 
cepts of an art without the terms by which the 
peculiar ideas of that art are expreſſed, and which. 
had not been invented but becauſe the language 
already in uſe was inſufficient. If therefore I ſhall 
ſometimes ſeem obſcure, may it be imputed to 
this voluntary interdiction, and to a defire of avoid- 
ing that offence which is always given by unuſual 

The heroick meaſure of the Eng/iþ language 
may be properly conſidered as pure or mixed. it 
is pure when the accent reſts upon every ſecond 
lande through the whole line, 


Courage 
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imagination enchanted, 
be exerciſed in proſe. Bu the poet has Mage 


marians ; though, indeed, it is always difficult, 
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Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, both ſtood, 


heav'n, | 
Which they beheld; the moon's 
And flarry 
Maker 


In this paſſage it will be at firſt obſerved, that 
all the lines are not harmonious, and upon 
2 nearer examination it will be found that only the 
fifth and ninth lines are regular, and the reſt ar 
more or leſs licentious with reſpect to the accent. 


In ſome the accent is equally upon two ſyllables | 


together, and in both ſtrong. As 


| Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, bath fad, # 


Bath turn'd, and under open ſky ador'd 
The Ges that made both ſy, airy acrth, and 
n. 


but upon both weak. 


In others the accent is equally upon two ſyllables, | 


— — 2 race | 
To fill the earth, who ſhall with us extol 


Both turn'd, and under open ſky ador'd © 
The God that made both ſky, air, earth, and 


1 


. 


— , ag 


L 


LI 


 TEAFER 


— markably ftriking in this place, where the vicious 


was. THE RAMBLER. 


n as now, thy gift of ſleep. 


In the firſt pair of ſyllables the accent may deviate 
from the rigour of exactneſs, without any unpleaſ- 
ing diminution of harmony, as may be obſerved 
in the lines already cited, and * 


187 


in this. 


— nenn 
Mater omnipotent! and thou the day. | 


But, excepting in the firſt pair of ſyllables, 
which may be conſidered as arbitrary, a poet who, 
not having the invention or knowledge of Milton, 
has more need to allure his audience by muſical 


aberration from the rule in any fingle verſe. 
There are two lines in this paſſage more re- 
mubably unharmonzous. 


- This delicious place, 
© For us too large; rr 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground. 


| Hire the third pair of ſyllables in the firſt, and 


fourth pair in the ſecond verſe, have their accents 
retrograde or inverted ; the firſt ſyllable being 
dong or acute, and the ſecond weak. The de- 


niment which the meaſure ſuffers by this inverſion 


of the accents is ſometimes leſs perceptible, when 
the verſes are carried one into another, but is re- 


verſe concludes a period; and is yet more offentive 


in rhyme, when we regularly attend to the flow of 
| every ſingle line. Tiks wil appear by ONS 


eouplet in which Cowley, an 
harmony, has 


ſtudious of 
fault, 
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cover the favourable moment at which the heart 


Nong. 87. Tursnar, Jun. 13, 178m. 
— iracundus, incrs, wineſus, amater, 
Nemo adeo ferus oft, ut non mite/cere foffit, | 
Si modo culture patientem commodet aurem, "Hon, 
The flare to envy, anger, wine, or love, 
The wretch of floth, ity. excellence ſhall prove; 
Fierceneſs itſelf. Mall hear its rage away, 
When lining calmly to th inſtructive lay. Francr, | 


HAT few things are ſo liberally beſtowed, 

or ſquandered with fo little effoct, as good 
abice, has been generally obſerved ; and many 
fige poſitions have been advanced concerning the 
reaſons of this complaint, and the means of re- 
moving it. It is indeed an important and noble 
enquiry, for little would be wanting to the hap- 
gineſs of life, if every man could conform to the 
tight as foon as he was ſhown it. 


MN 


| polinon, is uſually imputed tohim by whom the 


| <ounſe] is received, and we often hear it men- 


| 


| that the inefficacy of advice is uſually the fault of 
the counſellor, and rules have been laid down, by 


good advice was given, it has wrought no refor- 
mation. 


Others who imagine themſelves to have quicker 


which this important duty may be ſucceſsfully per- 
formed : We are directed by what tokens to diſ- 


5 


is diſpoſed for the operation of truth and eng 


with what addrefs to adminiſter and with what ve. | 


hicles to diſguiſe the catharticks of the foul. 


But, notwithſtanding this ſpecioùs expedient | 


we find the world yet in the ſame ſtate; advice is 
ſtiil given, but ſtill received with diſguſt ; nor has 
it appeared that the bitterneſs of the medicine haz 
been yet abated, or its power encreaſed, by any 
methods of preparing it. 


If we confider the manner in which thoſe who 


with importunity, but failing for want of particular 
knowledge of another, as is neceſſary to male in- 
ſtruction uſeful. We are ſometimes not ourſelves 
conſcious of the original motives of our actions, 
and when we know them, our firſt care 1s to hide 


power or underſtanding may intitle them to inſpet 
our lives; it is therefore very probable that he who 
endeavours the cure of our intellectual maladies, 
miſtakes their cauſe; and that his preſcriptions 
avail nothing, becauſe he knows not which of the 
paſſions or defires is vitiated. 
| Advice, as it always gives a temporary appear- 


ance of ſuperiority, can never be very grateful, - 


| even when. it is moſt neceſſary or moſt judicious. 
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'\Tollere bumo, victargue virim volirare per ora. 
New ways I muſt attempt, my groveling name 
Tone aloft, and wing my flight to fame, b. voss. 
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may ſuſpect, condemn 
limaſelf, for the 
— fince ſcarcely any de- 
r 5 en. — 
lage whi the i and 
lat excel them. Modeſty itſelf, if it is praiſed, 


their teacher. 
It 


is 2 pain. 


The numder of thol whoes th love/of thi 
ſelves has thus far corrupted, is perhaps not great; 
but there are few fo free from vanity as not» 
diate to thoſe who will hear their inſtruQions 
with a viſible ſenſe of their own beneficence; and 
few to whom it is not unpleaſing to receive docy- 
ments, however ' tenderly and cautiouſly deliver. 
ed, or who are not willing to raiſe themſehm 
from pupillage, by diſputing the propoſitions af 


was the maxim, I think, of AÞpbnſur if 
Hrragon, that dead. counſellors are ſafeſt. The gun 
puts an end to flattery and artifice, and the in 
mation that we receive from books is pure from 
intereſt, fear, or ambition. Dead counſellors ut 


with patience and with reverence. We ate not un- 


from whoſe abilities we may receive advantage, 


who affords us the light of his experience, wich- 


- out hurting our eyes by flaſhes of inſolence. 


By the conſultation of books, whether of deal 
-or living authors, many temptations to petulance 
and ion, which occur in oral conferences, 
vice unaſked, nor can be often ſuſpected of any 


ata 
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-likewiſe moſt inftrufAive ; becauſe they are head | 
willing to believe that man wifer than ourſelves, | 


: t intention to infult his readers with h 
knowledge or his wit. Yet fo prevalent is the 
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enable them to gain ſome hearts which would have 
Teſiſted any other method of attack. Every man 
of genius has ſome arts of fixing the attention 
peculiar to himſelf, by which, honeſtly exerted, he 
may benefit-mankind ; for the arguments for pu- 
sity of life fall of their due influence, not becauſe 
ration. To the poſition of Fully, that if Virtue 
714 be ſeen, the muſt be loved, may be added, 
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- Nuns.'88. Sarunnar, Jun. 19, 1751. 


| But he that hath a curious piece defign'd, | 
When he begins muſt take a cenſor's mind, 
. Too light and trivial, or too weak to bear | | 
Tune weighty ſenſe, nor worth the reader's care, 
- Shake off; tho” ſtubborn, they are loth to move, 
424 the? weancy, dearly tho” we love, 23 


eHefeated by pride, — or ſally, we we'nm. 
arms which they hitherto have not employed, may 


PUR ners 
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tracts the eye, bat the foundations lie wich- 
< out regard. Vet fince there is not any way to 
* the top of ſcience, but from the lowelt parts, I 
* ſhall thirk nothing unconnected with the art 
< of oratory, which he that wants cannot be an 
„ - | | 

Confirmed and animated by this illuſtrious pre- 
cedent, I ſhall continae my enquiries into Afil:on's 
| art of verſification. Since, however minute the 
employment may appear, of analyfing lines into 
ſyllables, and whatever ridicule may be incurred 
| bya ſolemn deliberation upon accents and pauſes, 5 
it is certain that without this petty 


| poſition of ſingle ſounds reſults that harmony that 
| aids force to reaſon, and gives grace to ſublimity ; 
That verſe may be melodious and pleafing, it is 
| neceſſary, not only that the words be fo ranged as 
that the accent may fall on its proper place, but 
that the ſyllables themſelves be fo choſen as to flow 
. ſneathly into one another. This is to be effected d 
1 by a proportionate mixture of vowels and con- 
vith liquids and ſemivowels. The Hebrew gram- 
} mafians have obſerved, that it is impoſlible td pro- 


JJ oo Ds. AE / "AY CO CO _ 


ls 


nounce two conſonants without the intervention 

| of a vowel, or without ſome emiſſion of the breath 

between one and the other; this is longer and 

d more perteptible, as the ſounds of the conſonants 

we leſs harmonically conjoined, and, by conſe- 

quence, the flow of the verſe is longer inter- 
Itis pronounced by Dryden, that a line of mono- 
1 —— This, with regard 
2 te 


S 
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The difference of harmony arifing 
from. the collocation of vowels and 


following 
And flow's aloft, ſhading the fount of life, 


Kall &er Elyſian flow'rs ber amber ſtream ; 
With theſe that never fade, the ſpirits elect 


The fame compariſon that I propoſe to be made 
between the fourth and fixth verſes of this paſſage, 


may be repeated between the laſt lines of — 


lowing quotations. 

* — 1 
þ CO I nr nies then with fone, 
Of coltlieft emblem. 


Here in cloſe receſs, 
With flowers, garlands, 2 
— 2 1 
And un' charr's the hymenean ſung. 


2»„ ths anOnt hangnes, Which, Dem 


4 


Every lower faculty 
. wheel they bee, Jer, ſmell, ouch, 6. 


conſonants, 
vill be ſufficiently concived by attending to the 
paſſages. 


And where the river of bliſs through midſt of bean 


Bind their reſplendent locks 1wwreath'd with beams. 


* — 


| 


NEW 
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| ver vitiated by our pronunciation, excel all that 
| xe now in uſe, but to the ſofineſs of the Rater, 
| the moſt mellifluous of all modern poetry, ſeems 
convinced of the unfitneſs of our language 
therefore pleaſed 

in a ſoſter word to 

in a long 


f 


At evening, from the top of Feſole 
Or in Faldarno, to deſcry new lands. 
bles than to his accents, and does not often offend 
by collifions of conſonants, or openings of vowels 
upon each other, at leaſt not more often than other 
writers who have had leſs important or complicated 
TubjeAs to take off their care from the cadence of 
their lines. 

The great peculiarity of Milten's verſification, 
; Zeil that of Lon poets, is the clbon of 
one vowel before another, or the ſuppreſſion of the 
aſt ſyllable of a word ending with a vowel, when 
— | 

Knowledge—, 

| Wiſdom to folly, as nouriſhment to wind. 
K 3 This 


Sr 


eee Poradlh Tp 
have, without much deliberation, commended 
Milton for continuing it. But one language can- 
not communicate its. rules to another. We have 
already tried and reje ded the hexameter of the 
ancients, the double cloſe of the Halians, and the 
alexandrine of the French; and the eliſion of vow- 
els, however graceful it may ſeem to other nations, 
may be very unſuitable to the genius of the Eng-. 


tongue. 
There is reaſon to believe that we have negli- 
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"> Froits, per den fables trus, 


VF true, here an, and of delicious taſte. 

-Evening now approach'd, 

For we have al/s our evening and our morn. 

Of gueſts he makes them ſlaves, 

Inhoſpitad/y, and kills their infant males. 
And vital Virtus infus'd, and vital warmth” 

Throughout the fluid mals. —©— 
—— and of his om 

To ſerve him. 


I believe every reader will agree that in all thoſe 
paſſages, though not equally in all, the muſick is 
injured, and in ſome the meaning obſcured. There 
are other lines in which the vowel is cut off, but 


it is ſo faintly pronounced in common ſpeech, that 


| the Toks of it in poetry is ſcarcely perceived; and 


therefore ſuch compliance with — 
be allowed. | 

| Nature breeds 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, | 
Abominable, inuttera#/e ; and worſe 
Than fables yet have cd 


—— ——— 
They view d the vaſt immenſurable abyis. 


Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire. 
To none communicad/ in earth or heav'n. 

Yet even theſe contraRtions encreaſe the rough= 
neſs of a language too rough already ; and though 


nn long poems they may be ſometimes ſuffered, it 
never can be faulty to forbear them, wo 
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Afton frequently uſes in his poems the hyper. 
metrical or redundant hne of eleven ſyllables. 


—— Thus it ſhall befall - 
Him who: to worth in woman over-truſting | 
Lets her will rule 


J alſo err'd in over-much admiring. 


Verſes of this kin.| occur almoſt in every page; 
but though they are not unpleafing or diffonant, 
they ought not to be admittei into heroick poetry, 
fince the narrow limits of our language allow us 
no other diſtinction of epick and tragick meaſures, 
| than is afforded by the liberty of changing at will 
the terminations of the dramatick lines, und 
[ bringing them by that relaxation of metrical rigour 
| nearer to proſe. 
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| Nuns. 8g. Tuzspar, Jar. 22, 1751. | 
Duke oft difpere in he. Hon. 
; Wiſdom at proper times is well forgot. | 
Lx. whom there is no reaſon to ſuſpect ef 


being a favourer of idleneſs or libertiniſm, 
| has advanced, that whoever hopes to employ any 
part of his time with efficacy and vigour, mult 
allow ſome of it to paſs in trifles. It is beyond the 
powers of humanity to ſpend a whole life in pro- 
— r 
rigorous exacters of induſtry and ſeriouſneſs have 
appointed hours for relaxation and amuſement. 

It is certain, that, with or without our conſent, 
many of the few moments allotted us will flide 


impercep- 


3 


THY ES. 


* 


eee 


e is at laſt called back to life by 
nature, by (um, 20d ns peeviſh into. 


ener 


ante of © pn drat-upen the advancement of 


ſome favourite ſcience. The infatuation ſtrengthens 
rr 


bis powers, without any external ſymptom t 


malignity. 


 It- happens, indeed, that theſe hypocrites of 


muſing. But this diſcovery is often not made till 
it is too late to recover the time that has been 
fooled away. A thouſand accidents may, indeed, 
awaken drones to a more early ſenſe of their dan- 
ger and their ſhame. But they who are-convincel 
of. the neceſſity of breaking from this habitual. 

drowſineſs, 
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upon his earlier years. In order to regain liberty, 


rr 


ke maſt, in oppoſition to the Star 


cure of this mental malady, by cloſe application ta 
fome new ſtudy, which may pour in freth ideas, 
and keep curiolity in perpetual motion. But ſtudy 
requires ſolitude, and folitude is a ſtate dangerous 
to thoſe who are too much accuſtomed to fink into 
themſelves. Active employment or publick plea- 
ſure, is generally a neceſſary part of this intellec- 
tual regimen, without which, though ſome remiſ- 
hon may be obtained, a complete cure will ſcarcely 
be effected. 

This is a formidable and obifinate diſeaſe of the 


Intellect, of which, when it has once become radi- 


cated by time, the remedy is one of the hardeſt 
talks of reaſon and cf virtue. Its thghrteſt attacks, 
therefore, ſhou!d be watchfully oppoſed ; and he 


| that finds the frigid and narcotick infection begin- 


1 ning 


bg THE RAMBLER. Wm 
ning to ſeize bim, ſhould turn his whole attention. 


lence ; where every man ſpeaks with no other 


refraint than unwillingneſs to offend, and hears 
with no other diſpoſition than deſire to be pleaſed. 


There muſt be a time in which every man tri-- 


fles; and the only choice that nature offers us, is, 
to wifle in company or alone. To join profit with 


minate wholly in the preſent moment, but contri- \ 
bute more or leſs to future advantage. He that 


amuſes himſelf among well choſen 


Companions, . 
can ſcarcely fail to receive, from the moſt careleſs 


and obſtreperous merriment which virtue can 
a low, ſome uſeful hints; nor can converſe on the 


moſt familiar topicks, without ſome caſual infor- 
| may. 
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may give new light to the mind, and the gay con- 


teation for * 
nions. 

This is the time in which thoſe friendſhips that 
give happineſs or conſolation, relief or ſecurity, 
are generally formed. A wiſe and good man is 
never ſo amiable as in his unbended and familiar 
intervals. Heroick generofity, or philoſophical dif- 
eoveries, may compel veneration and reſpect, but 
hve always implies ſome kind of natural or volun- 


rr 


and cheerfulneſs which diſencumbers all 
minds from awe and ſolieitude, invites the modeſt 


m freedom, andexalts the timorous to confidence. 


This eaſy gaiety is certain to pleaſe, whatever be 
the character of him that exerts it; if our fupe- 


| ors deſcend from their elevation, we love them. 


for lefſening the diſtance at which we are placed 


delow them; and inferiors, from whom we can 


receive no laſting advantage, will always keep our 


| alections while their ſprightlineſs and mirth con- 


tributes to our pleaſure. 

Every man finds himſelf affected by 
ER of Crna ot was. and 
fure; we look on the height and ſtrength of the 
bulwarks with a kind of gloomy fatisfaction, for 
we cannot think of defence without admitting 


images of danger; but we range delighted and 


und through the gay apartments of the palace, 
rr 
but joy and feſtivity. Such is the difference be- 
dween great and amiable characters; with protec- 


tors we are ſafe, with companions we are happy. 


h i _ Jy 
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What toil is este things?" FJ 


T is very difficult to write on the minuter party 

of literature without failing either to pleaſe 
or inſtruct. Too much nicety of detail diſguſs 
the greateſt part of readers, and to throw a multi. 
tude of particulars under general heads, and lay 
down rules of extenſive comprehenſion, is to com- 
mon underſtandings of little uſe. They who un- 
.dertake theſe ſubjects are therefore always in dan» 
rr 


In criticifing the work of Milton, theve is, bn. 
deed, opportunity to interſperſe paſſages that can 
hardly fail to relieve the languors of attention; 
and fince, in examining the variety and choice of 
the pauſes with which he has diverſified his num- 
ders, it will be neceffary to exhibit the lines in 
which they are to be found, perhaps the remarks 
may de well compenſated by the examples, and 
what alleviated. 

Afilton formed his ſcheme of verſification by the 
poets of Greece and Rome, whom he propoſed to 
himſelf for his models, fo far as the difference of 
his language from theirs would permit the imita- 
tion. There are indeed many inconveniencies 
i from our heroick meaſure compared | 
with that of Homer and Virgil; inconveniencies, 
which it is no reproach to Milton not to have | | 
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poſſible to break. them in ſuch a manger but that 
iavenias etiam disjecti membra postæ, ſome harmony 
will ſtill remain, and the due proportions of ſound 


liberties of connecting one verſe with another, 
becauſe wherever: the line. was interrupted, either 


part ſingly. was muſical. . But the ancients ſeem to 
have confined this privitege to hexameters; for in 


their pauſes, e 
nther a compliance with neceſſity than the choice 
of judgment. 

— canflivinad whtdic the anew iu 
of a meaſure not very harmonious in the utmoſt 
perfection; the ſingle parts, therefore, into which 
it was to be ſometimes. broken by pauſes, were in 
danger of loſing the very. form of verſe. This 
has, perhaps, notwithſtanding all his care, ſome» 


ö 
part of a verſe ought to be fo ſeparated from the 
teſt'as not to remain ſtill more harmonious than 


. 
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prole, or to hew, bjte Nn on of 


bexameter might be cafily obſerved, but in Big. 
J will very frequently be in danger of wil 


not well be perceived in a fucceſhon of fewer thai 


to only five paulcs ; it being ſuppoſed, that, when | 


he connects one line with another, he ſhould never 
make a full pauſe at leſs diſtance than that of three 
ſyllables from the beginning or end of a verſe. 
r 
penſably eſtabliſhed, perhaps cannot be granted; 
fomething may be allowed to variety, and ſome- 
thing to the adaptation of the numbers to the ſub- 
ject; but it will be found generally neceſſary, and 
the ear will ſeldom fail to ſuffer by its negleR. _ 
Thus when a fingle ſyllable is cut off from the 
reſt, it muſt either be united to the line with which 
the fenſe connects it, or be ſounded alone. If it 
be united to the other line, it corrupts its har- 
mony ; if disjoined it muſt ſtand alone, and with 
regard to muſick be 1 
harmony in a fingle ſound, becauſe it has no pro- 
portion to another. 
| Defaming as impure what God declares 


of 


it is part of a verſe. This rule in the | 


regularity of accents can- | 


ſuperfluous ; for there is n | 
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oe Hermes, or his opiate rod. nm: 


| Shedding ſweet influence. 


r ũ RB 


* 


To re- ſalute the world with facred bght 
Inuathea wak d. 
He ended, ito chai 


Jo the bright miniſter that watch'd : * 


His trumpet. 

Firſt in his eaſt the glorious lamp was ſeen, 
Regent of day; and all th” horizon round 
Inveſted with bright rays, jocund to run 
His loagitude through heav'n's high road; the 


gray 
Dawn, and the pleiades, before him dane'd, | 


The fave fot is proccivet in he Sete 


Ine, where the pauſe is at the ſecond ſyllable from 
the beginning. 


The race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 


In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 
To rapture, till the favage clamour drown'd 


Both harp and voice; nor could the muſe defend 
Her ſon. So fail not thou, who thee implores. 


When the pauſe falls upon the third ſyllable or 


Reſerv d him to more wrath ; — — 
Bath of loſt happinels and laſting pain 

Torments hin. 
God, 


God, — with wy theo 
Thither will fend his winged meſſengers. 
On errands of fupernal grace. So ſung 

The glorious train aſcending. 

It may be, L think, eftabliſhed as a rule, that 
2 pauſe which concludes a period ſhould be made 
for the moſt. part upon a ſtrong ſyllable, as the 
but thoſe pauſes which only 

may be placed upon the weaker, 
Thus the reſt in-the third line of the firſt 
fage fatisfies the ear better than in the founh, 
and 


. — 

— impoſſible to mix 
—— What we by day 

Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, 4 

One night or two with wanton growth derides, 

Tending to wid. 


The paths and bow'fs doubt not but ourjeint | 
Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe as wide 


 Afliſt zs. 3 


The reſt in the fifth place has the ſame incon- 


venience as in the ſeventh and third, that the fil. 
dle is weak. 


Beaſt now with beaſt zan war, and foul with 
And fiſh with Giſh, to graze the herb all Kaul, 
Devour'd 
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Devour'd each ther: Nor ftood much in awe 

Of man, but fled him, or with capntenance grim, 
Chr d on him paſsing. 

The nobleſt and moſt majeſtiek pauſes which 
aur verfification admits, are upon the fourth and 
futh ſyllables, which are both ſtrongly ſounded in 
zpure and regular verſe, and at either of which 
he line is ſo divided, that both members partici- 
pate of harmony. 


IEEE IIS 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heav't 
Shoots far into the boſom of dim night 
A 


Irre 


dawn : here nature firſt begins 
Her fartheſt verge, and chaos to retire. 


But far above all others, if I can give any cre» 
ditto my own ear, is the reſt upon the ſixth ſyl- 
hble, which taking in ax complete compaſs of 
found, ſuch as is ſufficient to conſtitute one of 
„ | aur lyrick meaſures, makes a full and ſolamn 
| doſe, Some which conclude at this ſtop, 
Lcould never read without * 
& delight or admiration. | 


| Before the hills appear'd, or fountain flow d, 
Thou with the eternal wiſdom didft converſe, 
Wiſdom thy ſiſter; and with her didſt play 

| | Inpreſence of the almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celeſtial /ong. 

Or other worlds they ſcem's; or Happy iſles, 
Like thoſe Merian gardens fam'd of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales, 
| Thrice happy idles ! But who dwclt happy there, 
eftaid not to inquire. 8 


* 


4 


= * 


If the poetry of AMiltan be examined, with 
regard to the pauſes and flow of his verles ins 


Ä — 

Expertus metuir. 

To court the great ones, and do ſoorh dr pride, 
Seems a ſweet taſk to thoſe that never tried; 


Nuns. 91. Tonsbav, Jus. 295 Sy ; 
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To court the great 
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ones, and to ſooth their pride, 
| - . Seems a ſweet taſk to thoſe that never tried; | 


But thoſe that have, know well that danger's 


a =_ 


* "7 p 5 
* * =— L 


log. THE RAMBLER. 


— 


rmed 


213 


* 


es hunt their prey in deſerts, and to periſh. 


R.. 
& in which it was reſolved, that Paxaonacz 
deſcend to the aſſiſtance of the. Scigncss. 


* 
4 
| 
: 
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ft at the portal, inviting to entrance all wha 
the Scuess numbered in their train. The 


plain; for PATzonAGE was known to neglef# 


gar. Thoſe, therefore, who bad ſolicited her 
vour without ſucceſs, generally withdrew from 
publick notice, and either diverted their attention 
to meaner empioyments, or endezvoured to ſup. 
Ply their ceficiencies by cloſer application. 

In time, however, the number of thoſe who 
had miſcarried. in their pretenſious grew ſo great, 
that they became lefs aſhamed of their repulſesz 
tis, Wag"t, band. ans in retirement, 
began to beſiege the err 
ſtruct the entrance of ſuch as they thought likely 
to be more careſſed. The deciſions of Patazon- 
AGE, who was but half a Goddeſs, had been 
ſometimes erroneous; and though ſhe always 
made haſte to rectify her miſtakes, a few inſtances 


af her fallibility encouraged every one to appeal 
from her judgment to his own and that of his 


companions, who were always ready to clamour 
in the common cauſe, and elate each ether with 
reciprocal applauſe. | 


. Horn was a fieady friend to the diſappointed, 
and ImPUDENCE incited them to accept a ſecond 


invitation, and lay their claim again before Pa- 


TRONAGE. They were again, for the moſt part, 
ſent back with ignominy, but found Hoes not 


alienated, and IMPpUDERNcE more reſolutely zeal- 
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few, dot for want of the due claims to ker W. 
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| ads terreſtrial nature, and forget the 
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ad hoped at laſt to prevail by their multitudes 
which were always increaſing, and their perſever- 
mee which Horz and IMPUDENCE forbad them 
prelax. | 
Parronace baving been long a ſtranger to 
t& heavenly aſſemblies, began to degenerate to- 


precepts 
Furien and TzxuTx. Inſtead of confining 
her friend(hip to the SCIEXCEs, the ſuffered her- 
WE, by little and little, to contract an 
we with Puipx, the ſon of FaLsznoop, by 
whoſe embraces ſhe had two daughters, Frar- 


mar and CarRIc E. FLAaTTERY was nurſed by 


LnzRAtiTy, and CARICE by Forum, with- 
wt any aſkſtance from the leſſons of the 
KIENCES. 

PaTRONAGE began openly to adopt the ſenti- 
ments and imitate the manners of her 
with very little heed to the precepts of Tnurn; 
ad, as her daughters continually gained upon 
lr affections, the ScreExcEs loſt their i 
none found much reaſon to boaſt of their re- 
ion, but thoſe whom CArnicz or FraTTERY 


andudted to her throne. 

The throngs who had ſo long waited, and fo 
dien been diſmiſſed for want of recommendation 
mm the Scrences, were delighted to fee the 
power of thoſe · rigorous Goddeſſes tending to its 
atindtion. I heir patroneſſes now renewed their 
Hor ſmiled at the approach 
« Carncs, and ImyUuDEncE was always at 
had to introduce her clients to FLaTTERY. 


| ParzonaGe had now learned to procure herſelf 
dance by ceremonies and formalities, 8 
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by Carzice, when 

of Fon run, but they were from 

ined to her footftool, and condemned 
their lives by her glances and hernods ; 


9 


gifts 
chained 
on a ſudden by CArniex, diveſted of their 
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| they leaſt expected it, and heaped by Paraonacx 


Bing were indeed admitted 
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TY, 
and DzsPAIR, where they paſſed the reſt of their 
lives in narratives of promiſes and breaches of faith, 


of joys and ſorrows, of hopes and diſappointments. | 


The ScizncEs, after a thouſand indignities, te- 
tired from the palace of PaTzonAact, and having 


long wandered over the world in grief and diſtreſs, 


were led at laſt to the cottage of InDzeznDaxcs, 
the daughter of FoxTiTups ; where they were 
taught by PxupexcE and Parsimony to ſupport 
themſelves in dignity and quiet. 
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Fam nunc minaci murmure cornuumt 


Per flringic are, jam ni repent. Hogs 


Lo! now the clarion's voice I hear, 

Its threatning murmurs pierce mine car; 

And is thy lines with brazen breath , | 
T has been long obſerved, that the idez of 
| bin ba poet hey different in 
different minds, and diverſified by time or place, 
Tt has been a term hitherto uſed to fignify that 
which pleaſes us we know not why, and in our 
ion of which we can juſtify ourſelves only 
by the concurrence of numbers, without much 
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any argument, but example and authority. It is, 
indeed, fo line ſubjeft to the examinations of 
ulm, that Poſcbe! ſuppoſes it to end where de- 
monſtration begins, and maintains, that without 
incongyuity and abſurdity we cannot ſpeak of 

To trace all the ſources of that various pleaſure 


| which we aſcribe to the agency of beauty, or to 
a — -4 


comparative ; 
DS in 2 greater 


degree than we have been accuſtamed to find it in 


| ether things of the ſame kind; and that we tranſ- 


fer the epithet as our knowledge increaſes, and 
appropriate it to higher excellence, when higher 
excellence comes within our view. 


Mach of the beauty of writing is of this kind ;. 


| and therefore Baila juſtly remarks, that the 


books which have ſtood the teſt of time, and been 
admired through all the changes which the mind 


of man has ſuffered from the various revolutions 


af 


and the prevalence of contrary 


euſtoms, have a better claim to our regard than 


any modern can boaſt, becauſe the long continu- 
ance of their reputation proves that they are ade- 
quate to our faculties, and agreeable to nature. 

It is, however, the taſk of criticiſm to eftabliſh 
principles ; to improve opinion into knowledge; 


and to diflinguiſh thoſe means of pleaüng which . 
depend upon known cauſes and rational deduction, 
dom the nameleſs and inexplicable elegancies 


＋ 2 which 
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which appeal wholly to the fancy, from which we 
feel delight, but know not how they | 


poets, or directed by the criticks, how far they 
can be eſtabliſhed upon nature and reaſon, and on 
what occaſions they have been practiſed by Milton. 
Humer, the father of all poetical beauty, has 
been 7 of Hal- 


| in which, 4 — —_— Herd, and auger 
neſs, are evident marked out by the fund of the g. 
lables. Thus the anguiſh and flow pace with which 
the blind Polypheme groped out with his hands the 
entrance of his cave, are perceived in the cadence of the 


verſes which agile it 


* 


ere 
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c= N a v e een, 


Mean time the cyclip raging with his wound, 
| Spreads his wide arms, and ſearches round and round. Por x. 


The cvitick then proceeds to ſhew, that the 
efforts of Achilles firuggling in his armour again 
the current of a river, ſometimes reſiſting and 
ſometimes yielding, may be perceived in the eli- 
fons of the ſyllables, the flow ſucceſſion of the 


feet, and the ſtrength of the conſonants. 


Auer F ap 4. x. 
nde N © cu eee 
Eert rug Salat- 
. 
Beats on his back, or burſts upon his head, 
Vet dauntlefs fiill the adverſe flood he braves, 
Tir's by the tides, his knees relax with tail z | 
22 Popes 


| When Hor deferies the crufl of men inlet 


againſt a rock, he collects the. moſt unpleafing 
— | 


ro, N Wu Larlec, de oxinazac gert you 


e hee xapalk Git hor & yaiate 


Nis bloody hand 
| Linatch's two, unhappy! of my martial band, 
. And das d like dogs againſt the ſtony floor: 
The pavement ſwims with brains and mingled gore, Por E. 


— end abenibing. he wes 
of the ſtrangeſt vowels, and the letters of moſt 
Gcult utterance. 


as. 
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Ta N is} pb red Pooven os ird 

Aud Jegnoporm” weg N ade. rr G Tr. 
Tremendous Gorgon frown'd upon its field, 
And circling terrors la th” expreſſive ſhicld, Pore, 


Many other examples Dionyſus produces; but 
theſe will ſufficiently ſhew, that either he was fan. 
ciful, or we have loft the genuine pronunciation; 
for I know not whether in any one of theſe in- 
ſtanees ſuch fimilitude can be diſcovered. It ſeems, 
indeed, probable, that the veneration with which 
Homer was read, produced many ſuppoſititious 

beauties ; for though it is certain, that the found 


bility of his language, of which the ſyllables might 
be often contraſted or dilated at pleaſure, it will 
 lefs frequently even without deſign. 

It js not however to be doubted, that ig 
who wrote amidſt the light of criticiſe, and who 


owed fo much of his fucceſs to art and labour, 
endeavoured, among other excellencies, to exhi- 
bit this fimilitude ; nor has he been leſs happy in 

this than in the other graces of verſification. This 
felicity of his numbers was, at the revivat of learn- 
ing, diſplayed with great clegance by * in his 
Art of Poetry. | 


— . — urrungue claudere wer ſum ———_ 
Omnia ſed numeris vocum concordibus aptant, 
Arpue ſens quetcunque canunt imitantur, & aps 
Ferberum facie, & queſits carminis ere. 
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Ai mr, N bh . . labors - 
| Sepnia: ſtr gn, vi n ghda cu fe 
Lu frongends bidentibus, ere ſes cam 
Ht rora fs fuerit dme, properare fubebe. 
$i ſe forte cave extulerit mala wipers terra, 
Tolle mores, cape ſaxa manu, cape robera, paſfor 
Ipſe cen verſus ruat, in precepſyue feratur, 


wy 
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Invalidus jacit, a wiridus ayer ? 
Num quoque tum werſus ſegni pariter pede languet : 
Sanguiz bebet, frigent eue in corpore wires, 
Fertem autem juvenem deceat prorumpere in arces, 
Everriſſe domus: prefraflaque quadrupedantum 
Pefora pefforibus perrumpere, flernere turres 
Ingentes, toroque, ferum dare funera cf. 

"Tis not enough his verſes to complete, 
Ia meaſure, number, or determin'd feet. 
To all, proportion d terms he muſt diſpenſe, 
And make the found a picture of the ſenſe ; 
The correſpondent words exaQtly frame, 
The look, the features, and the mien the fame, 
With rapid feet and wings, without delay, 


This blooms with youth and beauty in his face, 
And Yenus breathes on ev*ry limb a grace; 


That, of rude form, his uncouth members ſhows,. 


His monſtrous tail in many a fold and wind, 
Voluminous and vaſt, curls up behind; 

At once the image and the lines appear, 

Rude to the eye, and frightful to the ear: 

Lo! when the ſailors ſteer the pond' vous ſhips, 
And plough, with brazen beaks, the foamy deeps, 
Incymbent on the main that roars around, 
Beneath the lab ring cars the waves reſound ; 

The prows wide echoing thro! the dark profound. 
To the loud call each diftant rock replies; 

Toft by the ſterm the tow'ring furges riſe ; 
While the hoarſe ocean beats the ſounding ſhore, 
Daſh's from the ftrand, the flying waters roar, 
Flaſk at the ſhock, and gath'ring in a heap, 
The liquid mountains'vife, and over-hang the deepe 
But when blue Neptune from his car forveys, 
And calms at one regard the raging ſeas, +, 
Stretch d like a peaceful lake the deep ſubſides, 
And the pitch'd veſſel o'er the furface glides. 
When things are ſmall, the terms ſhould ſtill be ſo; 
For low words pleaſe us, when the theme is low. 
But when ſome giant, horrible and grim, 
— 
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— clod beneath the pond rous plough . 
=_— ID th' encumber'sd lines 
— r 
— -— -» -- - cars 


2 
rr 
* 


=_ 
quick ; with ſtones, and brands, and fire, attack 


His rifing creſt, ſerpent 
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Weak, 
trembling, melancholy, ict and low. 


" Who 
young Pyrrbus, who with rapid force 


Beats down courſe. 
=> embattled armies in his 
3 _— 
1 I 
In full career to charge — ra 
He piles the field — 
He pours, — —— 
— 
PazTr 


From the 
Italian 
gardens Pape ſeems to have 


_ tranſplanted 
es flower, the growth of happier 
| po end repent, i 


to its increaſe, 
LI Soft 
Soft 


Soft is the firain when Zephyr gently blows, 
— 


But when loud billows laſh the ſounding thore, 


The hoarſe rough verſe ſhould like the torrent 


When fax frives fome rock's vaſt weight 18 


throw, 


The line tov labours, and the words move flow; 
Not fo when ſwift Camilla ſcours the plain, 


Flies o'er th unberuling con, and ſtims along 


the main. 


From theſe lnes laboured with great attention, 


and celebrated by a rival wit, may be judped what 
can be expected from the moſt diligent endeavours 
after this imagery of found. The verſe intended 
to repreſent the whiſper of the vernal breeze, muſt 
be eonfeſſed not much to excel in ſoftneſs or volu- 
| bility ; and the ſmooth fiream, runs with a perpe. 
tual claſlv of confonants. The noiſe and 
turbulence of the torrent, is, indeed, diſtinctly 
imaged, for it requires very little ſkill to make our 
language rough; but in theſe lines, which men- 
tion the effort of Ajax, there is no particular hea- 
vineſs, obſtruQion, or delay. The faikack of 


ſpeed, will not ealily be diſcovered. In the dactyls 
fyllables were pronounced with ſuch rapidity, 2 
to be. equal only to one long ; they, therefore, 
naturally exhidit rhe act of palſing through a long 


fpace in 2 ſhort time. But the Mevinudrene, by 
its pauſe in the midſt, * 
| | ſure 3 
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Moe fafely truth to urge her claim prefuies, 


HERE are few books on which more tima 
»& is ſpent by young ſtudents, than on treatiſes 
which deliver the characters of authors; nor any 


or fill his. mind with more opinions which 
of his ſtudies and the encreaſe of his 


—_ —— —— and whocan 


obſerved to be often fuch as cannot in 
de, - Sm. 


nas THE RAMBLER. Ne gg. 
by evidence, or drawn out into demonſtrations, 


they are therefore wholly ſubject to the imagina- - 


tian, and do not force their effects upon a mn 


caution, and that falibility to which the condition 


of nature has ſubjected every human underſtand- 
ing ; but from a thouſand extrinfick and acciden- 
kindneſs or malevolence, veneration or contempt. 

Many of thoſe who have determined with great 
boldneſs, upon the various degrees of literary 


merit, may de juſily ſuſpected of having paileds | 


— TENTS of Gnas, 


Una tantum Parte audita, 
Spe et nulla, 


8883 knowledge of the cauſe before them: 
for it will not cafily be imagined of Langlane, Bu 
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Ie not of opinion that theſe profeiles cnemies 
of arrogance and ſeverity have much more bene- 
velunce or modeſty than the reft of mankind ; or 
that they feel in their own hearts, any other inten- 


and deliezcy. Some are modeſt becauſe they are 


they hope to be repaid. 
' There is indeed ſome tenderneſs due to livin 
writers, when they attack none of thoſe trums 


. 
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tion than to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their ſoftneſs 
tieorocus, and ſome are laviſſi of praiſe bectuſe 
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The faults of a writer of ncknowledged extel- 


THE RAMBLER 


have more beauties. than. faults to be diſplayed :, 
for the duty of criticiſm is neither to depreciate,. 
nor dignify. by partial repreſentations, but to hold: 
qut the light of reaſon, whatever it may diſcover; 


| Who keeps firit juſtice full in cht; 
Who bids the crowd at awful diſtance gaze, 
And virtue's arms viftoriouſly diſplays. Fa ance. 


"JT ZE reſemblance of poctick. numbers to the- 
ſubject which they mention or deſcribe, may. 
be conſidered as general or particular; as. canſiſt-- 
ing in the flow and ſtructure of a whole paſſage: 
taken together, or as compriſed in the found of: 


— A r 
cadence and harmony of ſingle jerſes. we” 
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ms bear ; that we modulate the poem by our 


| of harmony are chimerical ; that Numer had no 
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The general reſemblance of the ſound to = 


ſenſe is to be found in every language which admits 


of poetry, in every author whoſe force of fancy 


e 


mind, and whoſe choice and variety 
diy ſupplies him with juſt repreſentations. To fuch 
2 writer it is natural to change his meaſure with 


| his ſubjeR, even without any effort of the under- 


ſanding, or intervention of the judgment. To 
revolve jollity and mirth neceſſarily tunes the voice 


BRI > ay end ſprightly notes, as it fires his 


eye with vivacity ; ion on gloomy fitu- 
ations and 1 will ſadden his num 


hers, as it will cloud his countenance. But in 


ſuch paſſages there is only the fimilitude of pleaſure 
topleaſure, and of grief to grief, without any im- 
mediate to particular images. The 
ow of jovene — — 


' jollity of marriage, and the exultation of triumph; 


and the fame languor of melody will fuit the com- 


I phints of an abſent lover, as of a conquered king. 


It is ſcarcely to be doubted, that on many occa- 
tions we make the muſick which we imagine our- 


and aſcribe to the numbers the 
fects of the ſenſe. We may obſerve in life, 
4 is not eaſy to deliver a pleaſing meſſage in 
manner, and that we readily aſſo- 
— mary de deformity with thoſe whom. for 
any reaſon we love or hate. Yet it would be too 
daring to declare that all the celebrated adaptations 


atraordinary attention to the melody of his verſe 


[ Wien he deſcrided a nuptial feſtivity ; 


| Noufas 7 is Jana, als dr Toguandany 
Nye 4 au, Tous & vairar Gan ; 

Here ſacred pomp, and genial feaft delight, 

And folemn dance, and hymeneal rite; 

Along the ftreet the new-made brides are led, 

With torches flaming to the nuptial bed; 

The youthful dancers in a circle bound 
Tothe folt fiute, and citters's Slver found... Porn, 


that Vide was merely fanciful, when he ſuppoſed 


Virgil endeavouring to repreſent 
ſeek of number the vention dey & 


thay —— 
— And giv'n his rolling eyes 2 ſparkling grace, | 


or that Mikon did not mend s exemplify he 


harmony which he mentions : 


_ Fountains 8 
ee mn warbling tune his praiſe 


"That Afilten underſtood the force of ſounds well 
adjuſted, and knew the compaſs and variety of the 
ancient meaſures, cannot be doubted, fince he was 
both a muſician and a critick ; but he ſeems to 


either not often attainable in our or as 
petty excellencies unworthy of his ambition 3 Nr 
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have conſidered theſe conformities of cadence, 3s : 
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Some of the lines of this deſcription are remarkably 
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fime caſt of numbers to the fame fubjefts. He 


has given in two rr 
images are 


Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmil'd celeftial, and to ev'ry limb 

mine grace diffus'd, /o well he feigu d; 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 

; url on either cheek play d; wings be wire 
Of many a cala d plume, /prinled with gold. 


And colours dipp'd in heav'n : the third his feet 
d from either heel with feather'd mail, 
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The adumbration of and diſtind im 
dy an exact and perceptible reſemblance of ſound, 
is ſometimes ſtudied, and ſometimes cafual. 

language has many words formed in umitation' 
the noiſes which they ſignify. Such are M= 
Bale, and Beatus, in Latin; and in Eu to g 
to buzz, to hiſs, and to jury. Words of this kind 
give to a verſe the proper ſimilitude of 
without much labour of the writer, and ſuch hap- 
pineſs is therefore to be attributed rather to fortung 
than ſkill; yet they are ſometimes combined with 


5 — N 


With impetuous recoil and jarring ſound 1 | 
'Th' infernal doors; and on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder. 


Sic A Mk; wht 
derns, and perhaps the ancients, have obſerved, 
1 of blind * 
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never of poetick harmony confiſts of found and 
meaſure of the force of the ſyllables fingly con- 
ered, and of the time in which they are pro- 
gounced. Sound can reſemble nothing but ſound, 
md time can meaſure nothing but motion and 


duration. 

The criticks, however, have ſtruck out other 
fimilitudes ; nor is there any irregularity of num- 
hers which credulous admiration cannot diſcover 
w be eminently beautiful. Thus the propriety 
> each of theſe lines has been celebrated by 
6 


xgard, 
Vn & ruit oceano NOx, 


Meantime the rapid heav'ns row''s down the light, 
W Davor. 


Don drops the beaſt, nor needs a ſecond wound; 
But ſprawls in pangs of death, and ſpurns the ground. 


: Dnrpan, 
The mountains labour, and a mouſe is born, Roxcounon. 


| Tf all theſe obſervations are juſt, there muſt be 


ſame remarkable conformity between the ſudden 
ſucceſſion of night to day, the fall of an ox under 
ablow, and the birth of a mouſe from a moun- 
tain; iner we are told of all theſe images, that 
they are very ſtrongly impreſſed by the fame form 
and termination of the verſe. 

without giving way to en- 


| | may de produced. A ſudden top at an unuſual 
ſyllable 
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fyllable may image the ceſſation of action os 
pauſe of diſcourſe ; Ly gn 


=_ 


Hell trembled at the hideous name, and fights 


This at leaft was the power of the 
and dactylick harmony, but our lan- 


thus he has deſcribed the leviathans or whales; 
Wallowing unwieldly, enormous in their gait. 
r negketBed Gnbagatdy 


„ „rr ert 


Fo us is adverſe. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Inſulting, and purſu'd us through the deep, 
With what confuſion and laborious flight 
We ſunk thus low ? T aſcent is eaſy then. 


In 
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In quqther place, he deſcribes the gentle gfide of 
__ _ remarkably rough and 
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Tripping ebb; that le N 
' With foft foot tow'nds the deep. who now had 
ſtoppd 
' His luices, 
| eee that the ſound 
ſhould always aſſiſt the meaning, but it never 
ts counteract it; and therefore Milton here 
| exrtainly committed a fault like that of the player 
who looked on the earth when he implored the 


heavens, and to the heavens 
— when he adde 


"Theks who are determined to find in Aides on 
aſemblage of all the excellencies which have en- 
nobled all other poets, will perhaps be offended that 
I do not celebrate his verſification in higher terms; 
there urs readers who dene that n thi pl 
| Sofiretch'd out huge in length the arch fiend lay, 
2 long form is deſcribed in a lang line; but the 
 trath is, that length of body is only mentioned in 
_ x ſow line, to which it has only the reſemblance 
of time to ſpace, of an hour to a maypole. 

The fame turn of ingenuity might perform won- 
ders upon the deſcription of the ark : 
Then from the mountains hewing timber 
| Began to build a veſſel of huge bulk; * 
Meaſur d by cubit, length, breadth, and height. 


In theſe lines the poet apparently defigris to fix the 
tention upon bulk ; but this is effected by the 


In | enumeration, 
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enumeration, not by the meaſure for what ang. 


2 e 
pen to a mind fo vigorous, employed upon a fub- 


greater and a nobler work to perform ; a ſingle ſen- 


timent of moral or religious truth, a ſingle image 
of life or nature, would have been cheaply hoſt 


for a thouſand echoes of the cadence to the ſenſe; 
and he who had undertaken to vindicate the ways of 
Gad to man, might have been accuſed of negled- 


_ upon ſyllables and ſounds. 
Nun. 95. TurspAv, February 12, 1751. 


A fugitive from heav'n and prayer, 
I mock'd at all religious fear, 
Deep ſcienc'd in the mazy lore 
Of mad philoſophy ; but now 
Hoiſt fail, and back by voyage plow | 
To that bleſt harbour, which I left before. Franc. 


To the RAMBLER. 


Tu. re many diſeaſes both of the body 
and mind, which it is far eafier to prevent 


than to cure, and therefore I hope 1 
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ing his cauſe, re 
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fant eontrivancestodete&enth other in the wrong; 

—— — 
a diſputant, trained up in all the arts of domeſtick 
ſophiſtry, initiated in a thouſand low ſt 


rr SY oo 


Thus, Sir, I acquired very early the fkill of diſ- 
putation, and, as we naturally love the arts in 
which we believe ourſelves to excel, I did not let 


Vow with as data fart mien mat 
raiſed to eminence by ſuch application: | was cele- 
brated in my third year for the moſt artful oppo- 
nent that the could boaſt, and became 
the terror and envy of all the candidates for phi- 


loſophical reputation. 


My renown, indeed, was not purchaſed but at 


the price of all my time and all my ſtudies. I never 


ſpoke but to contradict, nor declaimed but in 


defence of a poſition univerſally acknowledged to 
be falſe, and therefore worthy, in my opinion, to 
de adorned with all the colours of falſe repreſen- 
tation, and ſtrengthened with all the art of falla- 

cious ſubtilty. 
"My father, who had no other wiſh than to fee 


retard my fortune. 

Vitiated, ignorant, dt I was, I had 
| not yet loſt my reverence for virtue, and therefore 
could not receive fuch 42 9 
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unſhaken in all the viciſſitudes of literature, and 
we conſidered as the inviolable temples of truth, 
or the impregnable bulwarks of ſcience. 


| vithgreatcopiouſneſs upon the advantages of abſo- 
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but however was pleaſed with his determination of 
my courſe of life, becauſe he placed me in the 
—— from the preſcribed walks 
of diſcipline and education, to the apen fields of 
— 

I was now in the place where every one catches 
the contagion of vanity, and ſoon began to diftin- 


guiſh myſelf by ſophiſms and paradoxes. I de> 


dared war againſt all received opinions and eſta- 
bliſhed rules, and levelled my batteries particularly 
againſt thoſe univerſal principles which had ſtood 


I applied myſelf chiefly to thoſe parts of learn- 
ing which have filled the world with doubt and 
perplexity, and could readily produce all the argu- 


1 3 . and infini 


| was equally able and equally willing to main- 
tain the ſyſtem of Newton or Deſcartes, and favoured 


Nor was I lefs inclined . 


hiſtory, or perplex the doctrimes of polity. I was 
_ | always of the party which I heard the company 


condemn. 
| Among the zealots of liberty 1 could harangue 


— — — and the 
expedition of its meaſures; and often celebrated 


the bleſſings produced by the extinction of parties, 
ad preeluſion of debates. 


M 2 Among 


244 THE RAMBLER. W 


Among the aſſertors of regal authority, I never 
failed to dechim with republican warmth upon the 
charter of univerſal liberty, the corruption 
of courts, and the folly of voluntary ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe whom nature has levelled with ourſelves. 

I knew the defeQts of every ſcheme of govem. 


upon my own mind in more important enquiries 
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| Hens of good and evil, till I had deadened the ſenſe 


| preſcribed a new regimen to my 
And reſolved, J 


r Fo), 


245 
Ib was at laſt the ſport of my vanity to weaken the 
of moral duty, and efface the diftinc- 


of conviction, and abandoned my heart to the 


— EN 


fans of truth, of frreading for d werfen the ſnares 
of ſophiſtry, and engaging reafon againſt its own- 
determinations. 


The diſpreportions of abſurdity grow leſs and 
leſs viſible, as we are reconciled by degrees to the 


deformity of a miſtreſs ; and falſchood, by long 


uſe, is aſſimilated to the mind, as poiſon to the 


I had foon the mortification of ſeeing my con- 


verſation courted enly by the ignorant or wicked, 


by either boys whe were enchanted by novelty, or 
wretches w ho having long diſobeped virtue and rea- 
* were now deſirous of my aſliſtanee to dethrone 


„9 Tt rs ie eat 


din, and that pride by which I had been ſeduced, 
contributed to reclaim me. 


I was weary of con- 
tinual irreſolution, and a perpetual equipoiſe of the 


mind; — of being — 


thoſe who were ſcorned and ſhunned by the reft 


of mankind. 


I therefore retired from all temptation to diſpute, 
ng, 


opinions which 1 could not prove, to 


though not adopt all which 1 could not confute. 


M 3 I forbore 
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1 forbore to heat my imagination with needleſs 


By this method I am at length recovered from 

my argumental delirium, and find myſelf in the 
— — from the confuſion and tu- 
malt of a feveriſh dream. I rejoice in the nem 
poſſeſſion of evidence and reality, and ſtep on from 
truth to truth with confidence and quiet. 


Tam, Sir, Kc. 


PERTINAX. 


Nuns. 96. SATURDAY, February 16, 1751. 


Truth in Platonick ornaments bedeck d, 
Iaſore d we love, unbeeding recollect. 


writer, that the ſum of their education conſiſted 
in teaching youth 10 ride, to boat with the bow, and 
to ſpeak truth? 

The bow and the harte were eafily mattered, but 


it would have been happy if we had been informed 


by what arts veracity was cultivated, and by what 
preſervatives. a Perſian mind was ſecured againſt 
the temptations to falſehood. 

There are, indeed, in the preſent corruption of 
mankind, many incitements to forſake truth; the 


: nience 
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TT is reported of the Perfians, by an ancient 
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Truth is, indeed, not often welcome for its 


| own fake ;. it is generally unpleafing becauſe con- 


trary to our wiſhes and oppoſite to our practice; 


and as our attention naturally follows our intereſt, 


we hear unwillingly what we are afraid to know, 


| and ſoon forget what we have ne inclination to 


impreſs upon our memories. 
For this reaſon many arts of inſtruction have 


been invented, by. which the reluctance againſt 
truth may be overcome; and as phyſick is given 


to children in confections, precepts have been 
hidden under a thouſand that man- 


kind may be bribed by pleaſure to eſcape de- 


M. 4 While 
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- While the world was yet inits infancy, Thamm 
came among mortals from above, and F aLs8moon. 
from below. Turn was the daughter of Jupr- 


of Forty impregnated by.the wind. 
vanced with equal confidence to ſeize the domi- 
nion of the new creation, and as their enmity and 
their force were well known to the celeſtials, 


conteſt. 


| Tavru feemed conſcious of ſuperior power 


all the eyes of heaven were turned upon the 
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and the quiver of SormisTRY rattled on her 
alder. Al the paſſions attended at her call; 
Vary clapped her wings before, and Opsrr- 
mer ſupported her behind. Fhus guarded and 
Mifted, ſhe ſometimes advanced againſt Tx Urn, 
md ſometimes waited the attack ; but always 
adeavoured to frirmiſh at a 


diftance, perpetually 
| ſhifted her ground, and let fly her arrows in diffe- 
nm directions; for ſhe certainly found that her 


fnngth failed, whenever the eye of Torn 
darted full upon her. 

thunder of her father, and when the long continu- 
ance of the conteſt brought them near to one 
mother, F ais2no0o0Dp let the arms of SormsTRyY - 


in from her graſp, and, — 4p Swe yer of 


anongf the paſſions. 


Torn, . 
ways recovered in 2 ſhort time; but it was com- - 


8 She — ordered SuspIcion to beat the 


1 and avoided with great care to 
way of TRUTH, who, as ſhe never 
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| + the owed to inconfancy, weakneſs, and artifice. 


the therefore, in the anger of difappointment, 
called upon her father JuerTEs to re-eſtabliſh her 
the ſkies, and leave mankind to the diſorder 


might obtain an eaſier reception, and reign with- 
out the toil of inceſſant war; Ir was then diſco- 


giving themſelves up to FALsEH00D they ſeldom - 
made any facrifice of their eaſe or pleaſure, becauſe 
ſhe took the ſhape that was moſt engaging, and 
always ſuffered herſelf to be dreſſed and painted by 
Dzsimt. The muſes wove in the loom of Pallas, . 
4 looſe and changeable robe, like that in which 
FatszRHoOD captivated her admirers ; with this 
they inveſted TzuTE,' and named her FicTion, 
She now went out again to conquer with more 
ſucceſs ; for when ſhe demanded entrance of the 


Rasso, they often miſtook her for Farsznoop, - 


and delivered up their charge: but when ſhe had 
once taken poſſeffion, ſhe was ſoon difrobed by 


| Rzason, and ſhone out, in her original form, 
| nith native effulgence and refiltteſs dignity. 


M 6- =_ 


258 THE RAMBLER. Wy 


O'er Rome and o'er the nations ſpread. Faancnh. 


FHE reader is indebted for this day's enter- 
tainment to an author from whom the 


human nature, and taught the paſ- 
Por age, Ac at the command of virtue. 


D the RAMBLER. 


SIR, 
Wi ae * ne wn ta 
fingle papers, it gave me ſo much plea- 
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mixers, I uſed to pronounce ſuch 


Vent thither expecting to ſee them, and perhaps 
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. When I read thoſe Sexcrarors which took 
notice of the miſbehaviour of young women at 
urch, by which they vainly hope to attract ad- 

forward young 
women SEEKERS, in order to diftinguiſh them by 
a mark of infamy from thoſe who had patienceand 
decency to ſtay till they were fought. 

But I have lived to fee fuch a change in the 
manners of women, that I would now be ailing. 
to compound with them for that name, akthough 1 
then thought it diſgraceful enough, if they would 
deſerve no worſe ; ſince now they are too generally 


given up to negligence of domeſtick bulineſs, to 


le amuſements, and to wicked rackets, without 
any ſettled view at all but of ſquandering time. 


- ln the time of the SyxcTATOR, excepting ſome. 


meſtick duties; —— 22 
ſemblies, and fuch like markets for women, were 
not known, 
Modeſty and diffidenee, gentleneſs and meck- 
neſs, were looked upon as the appropriate virtues 
and characteriftick graces of the ſex. And if 2 
forward ſpirit puſhed itſelf into notice, it was ex- 
poſed in print as it deſerved. 

The churches were almoſt the only places where 
fingle women were to be ſeen by ſtrangers. Men 


” 
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deed, who loves not goodneſs in another; nor 
were the young fellows of that age ſo wholly loſt 
to a ſenſe of right, as pride and conceit has fince- 
made them 'affet to be. When therefore 
4s | N rp 

ful piety ſhewed her earneſt in her firſt duties, 
they had the leſs doubt, judging politically only, 
that ſhe would have a conſcientious regard to her 
ſecond. . 

With- what ardor have J feen watched for, op 


themſelves leaſt to obſerve, or to hay out for ob- 
ſervation. The eye of a reſpectful lover loves ra- 
ther to receive confidence from the withdrawn eye. 
of the fair-one, than to find itſelfobliged * 
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; Oh, Mr. Raum! forgive the talkativeneſs 
ö of an old man ! When I courted and married my 
b Latitis, then a blooming beauty, every thing 
F 
; 


paſſed juſt ſo ! But how is the caſe now ? The n- 
dies, maidens, wives and widows, are engroffed 


| appearance | 
II the natural infection of example, the loweſt 
I people have places of fix-penny reſort, and gam- 
4 ng-tables for pence. "Thus ſervants are now in- 
duced to fraud and diſhoneſty, to ſupport extra- 


% THE RAMBLER. Weg. 
all that paſſes, and, if they pleaſe, more than 


en 


reſpectful, and timorous; and where among all 
her followers will the find a huſband ? | 

Set, dear . the youthful, the gay, 
2 contempt as well as the 
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Nuns. 98. Sa runnar, February 23, 1751. 
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| Which not Sarmentus brook's at Ceſar's board, 
| Nor grov'ling Gabba from his haughty lord. ErynrixeTon. 


To the AuTaon of the RAMBLER. 
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mall number to raviſh and to charm, 
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every 


may hope by rules and caution not to gi 
ties which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed in civilied a. 


tions, is, That no man /hould gie any preference te 


A rule ſocomprehenſive and 
— it is not eaſy for the —— 


incivility, without ſuppoſing it to be broken. 
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returned ; but ſeldom extend their care beyond 
In Er nor 


refuſe their own vanity any gratification, however 


r 


Typ bern is a man remarkable for ſplendour 


| and expence ; a man, that having been originally 


by his fortune and rank in the firſt claſs 
the community, has acquired that air of dig- 
nity and that readineſs in the exchange of com- 
c 


— his lodging-room in different parts of 


| the year; tells him, that he hates conſinement; 
and concludes, that if his chamber was leſs, he 
| ſhould never wake without thinking of a priſon. 


To Eucretas, a man of birth equal to himſelf, 


if 
his eſtate was ſmaller, he ſhould not think of 
but encreaſing it, and would enquire 


enjoying 
out a trade for his eldeſt ſon. 


He has, in imitation of ſome more acute ade 


| ſerver than himſelf, collected a great many ſhifts 
and 
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| capacity 

_ feels in himſelf innumerable wants, which a life 
_ offolitude cannot ſupply, and innumerable powers 
do which it cannot give employment, ſhould be 


And ev'ry calling mingles with its kind; | 
The mariner with him that roves the main. F, Laws, . 


—— er Got 


. Tange mountains and deſerts i in ſearch of one an- 
other, rather than pollute the world with a mon- 


 #frous birth. 


As the perpetuity and diſtinction of the lower 


nides of the creation require that they ſhould be. 


determined to proper mates by ſome uniform mo- 
tive of choice, or ſome cogent principle of inſtinQ ; 
it is neceſſary likewiſe, that man, whoſe wider 
demands more gratifications, and who 
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happineſs of others. 
To love all men is our 


tion of — which now produce all our 
pains and all our pleaſures; without the diſuſe, if 
not the abolition „ 


and 


nie ms 
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ſuppreſſion of all our hopes and fears in apathy 


- 
n 


from participation of the ſame pleaſures, fince we 


are moſt willing to revive in our minds 
the memory of perſons, with whom the idea of 
enjoyment is fe: 
N 2 It 
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It is commonly, therefore, to little purpoſe, 
rn 
as he cannot accompany in their amuſementa and 
Srerkions, Men have been known to riſe to favous 

and to fortune, only by bring — 
with which their patron happened to be delighted, 
dy concurring with his taſte for ſome panicular 
Werten of curioliies, by. reſiſhing the ſame wine, 
C. mn 

ven 0 

1 ———— 
nevertheleſs be gained by ſimilitude of manners. 
The. higheſt * familiar 
fe, the communication of knowledge and reci- 
procation of ſentiments, muſt always preſuppoſe a 
Eipobion tothe fame awry and delight in. the 


„ 
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of a grammarian, who would loſe ſight of Jupiter 


and all his /atellites, for a happy etymology of an 
obſcure word, or a better explication 
_— r ex 2 of a contro- 
Every man loves merit of the fame kind with 
his own, when it is not likely to hinder his ad- 
vancement ar his reputation; for he not only beſt 
underſtands the worth of thoſe qualities which he 
.labours:to cultivate, or the uſefulneſs of the art 
which he practiſes with ſucceſs, but always feels 2 
reflected pleaſure from the praiſes, which, though 
— beloog equally to hinaſelf. 
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There is indeed no need of reſearch and refine- 
inthe to entity — muſt generally ſelect 


their companions from their own ſtate of life, fince 
there are not many minds furniſhed for great 


The failor, the academick, the-lawyer, the me- 
chanick, and the courtier, have all a caſt of talk 
peculiar to their own fraternity, have fixed their 
attention upon the ſame events, have been engaged 


in affairs of the ſame ſort, and make uſe of allu- 
fions and inuſtrations which themſelves only can 
underſtand. 

To be inſected with the jargon of a particular 
profeſſion, and to know only the language of a 


_ finple rank of mortals, is indeed fufficiently deſpi- 


cable. But as limits muſt be always ſet to the 
excurfions of the human mind, Hide wil he fre 
ſtudy which every man more zealouſly profecutes, 
fome darling ſubject on which he is principally - 
pleaſed to converſe; and he that can moſt inform 
or beſt underiland him, will certainly be welcomed 
with particular regard. 

Such partiality is not wholly to be avoided, nor 
is it culpable, unleſs ſuffered fo far to predominate 
as to produce averſion from every other kind of 
excellence, and to ſhade the luftre of diſſimilar 


virtues. Thoſe therefore, whom the lot of fe” 


has conjoined, ſhould endeavour: conſtantly to 
approach towards the inclination of each other, 
invigorate every motion of concurrent defire, and 


fan every ſpark of kindred curioſity. 


It has been juſtly obferved, that diſcord gene- 
rally operates in little things; it is inflamed to its 
. — 
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than of principles ; and might therefore commonly 
be avoided by innocent conformity, which, if it 
was not at firſt the motive, ought always to be the 
conſequence of indifloluble union. 
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Tangit, er admiſſus circum pracordia ludit. Pzaeit:. 


Harace, with ſly inſinuating grace, 

Lauth'd at his friend, and lack u him in the face; 
Would raiſe a bluſh where ſecret vice he found, 
And tickle while be gently prob'd the wound, 


With ſeeming innocence the croud beguil'd; 
But made the deſperate paſſes, when he ſmil'd. Du vnn. 


Toa te RAMBLER. 


SIR, 

FE - very many well-diſpoſed perſons, by the 

unavoidable neceſſity of their affairs, are ſo 
* unfortunate as to be totally buried in the cquntry, 
where they labour under the moſt deplorable igno- 
rance of what is tranſacting among the polite part 
of mankind, I cannot help thinking, that, as a 
publick writer, you ſhould take the caſe of theſe 
1 objects under your conſide- 


rr 
be furniſhed with ſuch accounts of the employ- 


ments of people of the world, as may engage 


them in their ſeveral remote corners to a laudabie 
imitation ; or, at leaſt, ſo far inform and prepare 
them, that if by any joyful change of ſituation 
ey — be ſuddenly tranſported a_ 
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ſerne, they may not gape, and wonder, and ſtare, 
and be utterly at a loſs how to bebave and make a 
proper appearance in it. | 


into the world for any other purpoſe but to flutter, 
ſport, and ſhine. For, after all, nothing can be 
clearer than that an everlaſting round of diverſion, 
and the more lively and hurrying the better, is 
the moſt important end of human life. 

It is really prodigious, ſo much as the world is 
improved, that there ſhould in theſe days be per- 
q 
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not to be met with in any 
book one ever looks into, 


precedence, the enchantments of flattery, 
ſeem to have had no notion of, and I cannot 


Mp, ind un de en awe fly four, was a- 
1y the averſion of theſe tame wretches. 
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Indeed one cannot diſcover any one thing they 
pretend to teach people, but to be wiſe, and good; 
acquirements infinitely below the confideration of 
perſons of taſte arid ſpirit, who know how to ſpend 
their time to ſo much better purpoſe. 
Among other admirable improvements, pray, 
Mr. Rambler, do not forget to enlarge on the very 
extenſive benefit of playing at cards on Sundays, a 
practice of fuch infinite uſe, that we may modeſtly 


to penetrate, there is neither play, nor maſquerade, 
nor bottled conjurer, nor any other thing worth - 
living for, to be had on a Sunday; if it were not 
for the charitable affiftance of whiſt or bragg, the 


genteel part of mankind muſt, one day in ſeven, 
ecefarily ſuffer a total extinction of being. 


Nor are the perſons of high rank the only gainers 


dy ſo falutary a cuſtom, which extends its good 


influence, in ſome degree, to the lower orders of 
people; but were it quite general, how much better 
a would the world be than it is even 
now 

"Tis hard upon poor creatures, be they ever fo 7 
mean, to deny them thoſe enjoyments and liberties 
which are equally open for all. Yet if ſervants 
were taught to go to church on this day, ſpend 
ſome part of it in reading or receiving i cri ; 
in a family way, and the reſt in mere friendly con- 
verſation, the poor wretches would infallibly take 


it into their heads, that they were obliged to de 
1 ſober 
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all ſerious thoughts, but particularly that of Sere- 
Mer, be baniſhed out of the world ; a moſt per- 
plexing apprebenfion, but luekily a moſt ground- 
leſs one too, as it is fo very clear a cale, that 
9 I am, &c. 
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' Nunes. 101. — March g, 1751- 


Mella jubes Hybles tibi vel Hymettia naſci, 
Et thyme Cecropiæ Cor fica ponis api. Man r. 
Alas ! dear Sir, you try in vain, 


F. Ezxwis, 


To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 


AVING by ſeveral years of continual ſtudy 
treaſured. in my mind a great number of prin- 
ciples and ideas, and obtained by frequent exerciſes 
ing them with propriety, and 
them with readineſs, I reſolved to quit 
the univerſity, where | confidered myſelf as a gem 
hidden in the mine, and to mingle in the croud of 
attracted by the com-- 
pany of thoſe who were of the fame age with 


ply yea 1 — my imagination to 
fuch a ſtate of activity and ebullition, that upon 
every occaſion it famed away in burſts of wit, 
and evaporations hs” I became ——_ 


THE RAMBLE 
2 . LER. Wick 
9 2 


2 . dot wands, Mr. Rains 
_ — — Perhaps no kind of fuperio. 
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of a wit, I cannot yet diſcover ; but obſerved that 


| they all ſeemed, after the regular exchange of com- 


wee ip de ihe buback of the dow [ funk qui- 
etly to a level with the reſt of the company. But 


Do az uu So am Mk 
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umder amidſt my meditations, and, on a ſudden. 
found 
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me ſurprize is neceſſury to-gaiety ; and that thoſe 
who deſite to partake of the pleafure of wit muſt 
contribute to its production, fince the mind ftag- 
unites without external ventilation, and that effer- 
veſcence of the fancy, which flaſhes into tranſ- 
port, can de raifed only by the infuſion of di- 


Nuns. 102. Sarunnar, March g, 1781 


| N 
4 ———— — 
| Ungeturgue prior venients, urgetque prierem, == 
| Fempors fe fugiunt paviter, pariterque ſequunture | 12 
Wich conſtant motion as the moments glide, | 
Behold in running life the rolling tide ! 
For none can ſtem by art, or ftop by pow'r, 
| The flowing octan, or the Reeting hour: 
| But wave by wave purſu'd arrives on ſhore, 
| And each impell'd behind impels before: 
'So time on time revolving we deſcry ; 
So minutes follow, and ſo minutes fly. ELynINSTON. 


2 IF EZ,“ fays Seneca, is a voyage, in the 
progreſs of which, we are perpetually 
* our ſcenes: we firſt leave childhood 
* behind us, then youth, then the years of ri- 
© pened manhood, then the better and more plea- 
© fing part of old age.” The perufal of this paſ- 
lage having excited in me a train of reflections on 
the ſtate of man, the inceſſant fluctuation of his 
withes, the gradual change of his diſpoſition to all 
external objects, and the with which 
he floats along the ſtream of time, I ſunk into a 
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he — 2 the mien of N 
whiſtle of winds, and the daſh of water. 
fity ; but ſoon recovering myſelf ſo 2 
ire whither we were going, and what was the 
De 
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| it, or to return to the place that was once paſſed, 


ide fame jocund confidence; every man congra- 


ence, or from wearineſs of their preſent 
| for not one of thoſe who thus ruſhed upon de- 
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by violence > puſhed thoſe whom they found in their 
The current was invariable and infurmount- 
able; but though it was impoſſible to fail againſt 


yet it was not fo violent as to allow no opportuni- 
ties for dexterity or courage, fince, though none 


could retreat back from danger, yet they might 


often avoid it by oblique direction. 

It was, however, not very common to ſteer with 
much care or prudence ; for by ſome univerſal 
infatuation, every man appeared to think himſelf 
fafe, though he ſaw his conſorts every moment 
finking round him; and no ſooner had the waves 
cloſed over them, than their fate and their miſcon- 
duct were forgotten; the voyage was purſued with 


tulated himſelf upon the ſoundneſs of his veſſel, 
and believed himſelf able to ſtem the whirlpool in 
which his friend was ſwallowed, or glide over the 
rocks on which he was daſhed : nor was it often 
obſerved that the fight of a wreck made any man 
change his courſe : if he turned aſide for a mo- 


ment, he ſoon forgot the rudder, and left himſelf 


again to the diſpoſal of chance. 
This negligence did not proceed from indiffer- 
condition ; 


ſtruction, failed, when he was finking, to call 


| loudly upon his aſſociates for that help which could 


not now be given him; and many ſpent their laſt 


us in corttening ethers agua Be ly Bp 
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which they were intercepted in the midſt of M 
 evurſe. Their benevolence was 


but their admionitians were unregarded. 
The veſſels in which we had embarked be 
confeſſedly unequal to the turbulence of the ſim 


voyage; ſo that every 


muſt fink at laſt. 
This neceffity of periſhing might have bern 
expected to ſadden the gay, and intimidate the 
daring, at Walt to de the wekncholy adit ile 
rous in perpetual torments, and hinder them from- 
any enjoyment of the varieties and 


vihich nature offted them 2s the ſolace of tht 


Hbours ; yet in effect none ſeemed leſs to expet 


| deftruttion than thoſe to whom it was moſt nd 


ful; they all had the art of concealing their dun- 


inability to bear the fight of the terrrs that mbar 
raſſed their way, took care never to look forward, 


but found fome amuſement for the preſent mo- 
ment, and entertained themſelves by 
playing with Horz, who was the conſtant ab- 
ciate of the voyage of life. 


Yet all that Hoyz ventured to promiſe, even to 


thoſe whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they 
mould eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt ; and 


with this promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though 


: he laughed at the reſt for ſeeming to believe it. 


Horz, indeed, apparentiy mocked the credulity of 
her companions ; for in as their veſſels 


grew leaky, ſhe redoubled her affurances of faſty ; 
n duſy in making n 
2 


of life, were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the | 
paſſenger was certain, that 
rn 
dents, or by inceſfant vigilance, be preſerved, he 
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OSITY is one of the permanent and 
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i 'd there, and fear' for what they know, | 


obſervations to a farther end; we climb a moun- 


| Nuns. 103. Tuzspar, March 12, 1751. 


© They ſearch the ſecrets of the houſe, and fo 


3 vin for a proſpect of the plain; we run to the 
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palace, a cataract or a cavern, by every thi 
every thing little; we do not fee. a thicket ha 
ſome temptation to enter it, nor remark am ind 
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motives which agitate the mind, and his ridicule 
of the modern dream of a ruling paſſion. 
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of a creditor, a borrower, a lover, and a pimp. 
Nugarulus is not ill natured, and therefore his 


very 
to others, or dangerous ts himſelf; but fince he 
t enjoy thi but by diſcovering it, 
and, if he had no other motive to loquacity, is 
obliged to traffick like the chymiſts, and purchaſe 
one ſecret with another; he is every day more 
. * 


1 * * . 


Thus has an intention, innocent, 
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much love him of whom he lives in 
2 4 
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dual to his own happineſs or fafety, compels 
us to ſeek from one another aſſiſtance and fupport. 


The neceſſity of joint efforts for the execution of 
any great or extenſive deſign, the variety of powers 
diſſeminated in the ſpecies, and the proportion 
between the defects and excellencies of different 
perſons, demand an interchange of help, and com- 


munication of intelligence, and by frequent reci- 
procations of beneficence unite mankind in ſociety 


and friendſhip. 
If it can be imagined that there ever was a time 
—— 
3 5 


7” mithout diflinAion of rank, Ky 

AY pes, ts rae Kee 
cry mag tr in proportion as he 
ug el or his ſkill, to 
of natural wants ; there was then little 
R 7 oe was; fre vos th the 
aﬀſeftion admitted into the heart was rather eſteem 
CE 1 — 


The defires of mankind are much more nume- 
rous than their attainments, and the capacity of 
imagination much larger than actual enjoyment. 
Multitudes are therefore unſatisfied with their 
allotment; and he that hopes to improve his con- 
dition by the favour of another, and either finds 
no room for the exertion of great qualities, or per- 
cxives himbalf exceed by his rival, will br ob 


Tbis art, like others, is cultivated in proportion 
to its uſefulneſs, and will always flouriſh moſt 
_ where it is moſt rewarded ; for this reaſon we find 

it praftiſed witd "I ler abſolute 
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favour, than to force his way by labour and merit, 


muſt conſider with more care how to diſplay his 
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ſuboedinations, except when they —— 5 
ſociated with avarice or poverty, and have wanted 
either inclination. or ability to hire z panegyriſt. 
As there is no character ſo deformed as tofright* 
away from it the proſtitutes of praiſe, there is n 
degree of encomiaſtick veneration which ptide hu 
The emperors of Rum# ſuffered mein” 
to be worſhipped in their lives "with ultars' 
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—— Animorum 4 | 
| Inpulſus ot cc] magudve cupdine duff, "4 -_- 2 


| Vain man runs headlong, to-capeice.n ad n need 
wanne 


I Was lately cor 


. — = 
ever he defires to purehaſe or to ſell. My imayi- 
nation ſoon. preſented to ine the latitude to which 
this deſign may be extended by integrity'and in- 

dufiry, and the advantages which may de N 
hoped from a general mart of i 


| once its reputation ſhall-be ſo-eftablithed, iy 


neither reproach nor fraud ſhall be feaxed from it; 
when an application to it ſhall not be cenſured as 
the laſt reſource of deſperation, nor its informa- 
tions ſuſpected as the fortuitous ſuggeſtions of men 
obliged not to appear ignorant. A place where 
every exuberance may be diſcharged, and every 
ns nnd. © where every lawful paſſion 
may find its gratifications, and every honeſt curi- 
oſity receive fatisfaftion, where the ftock of a 
nation, pecuniary and intellectual, may be brought 
together, and where all conditions of humanity 
may hope to find relief, pleafure, and accommo- 
dation, muſt equally deſerve the attention of the 
merchant and philoſopher, of him who mingles 
in the tumult of buſineſs, and him who only lives 
to amuſe himſelf with the various employments 
and purſuits of others. Nor will it be an unin- 
ſtructing ſchool to the greateſt maſters of method 
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ire water. ls difire was gend, and be 
' retired to a comwenient ſtand, in expetiation of 
fing his ſhip, and growing rich in a ſhort time 


DD 
— to advertiſe the Curious, that 


| hohad, for the advancement of true knowledge, 
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world. 
Another wiſhed to be known as nated 


an invention, by which citzes or kingdoms might 


be made warm in winter by a ſingle fire, a kettle, 


and pipe. Another had a vehicle by which a man 
might bid defiance to floods, and continue floating. 


in an inundation, without any inconvenience, till 


the water ſhould ſubſide. Jusricz conſidered 


theſe projets as of no importance but to their 


authors, and therefore ſcarcely condeſcended to 
examine them; but TzuTa refuſed to admit 
them into the regiſter. | 

Twenty different pretenders came in one hour 
to give notice of an univerſal medicine, by which 
all diſeaſes might be cured or prevented, and life 
protracted beyond the age of Nxs ron. But Jus- 
TICE informed them, that one univerſal medicine 
was ſufficient, and ſhe would delay the notification 
till ſhe ſaw who could longeſt preſerve his own life. 


A thouſand other claims and offers were exhi- 


bited and examined. I remarked, among this 
mighty multitude, that, of intellectual advantages, 
many had great exuberance, and few confeſſed any 
want; 66 
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married at the cloſe of life, advertiſed their want 
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